
Summary: 

 

Bill Barner grew up on a small farm in Foley, Alabama. 

 

He served in our War in South Viet Nam from August 1967 to August 1968. 

Bill was assigned to Howitzer Battery, 2nd Squadron, of the 11th Armored 

Cavalry Regiment. He was in a position to kill, or be killed, for well over 300 

days and nights. 

He received our Army Commendation Medal for his part in the accurate 
placement of over forty thousand Artillery rounds, weighing over 4 
million pounds. 

His unit received the Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross. 

Following his combat duty, he graduated from The University of Texas at 
Arlington. 

At the age of 37 he became a General Motors Dealer. 

In 1991 he formed his own Real Estate Company and when he closed that 
business in 2007 he alone was working with over one thousand three 
hundred families on a regular basis. 

Our Department of Veteran Affairs has identified numerous injuries in 
his brain, including disabilities that are controlled by his brain. He was 
exposed to the defoliant “Agent Orange”, which lead to his Ischemic 
Heart Disease.  

He gives much of his time, energy and knowledge encouraging other Viet 
Nam Combat Veterans to obtain VA Health Care and recognition for their 
injuries obtained in combat. 

 
 



 

 

Preface:  

 

I was born on New Year’s Day 1943 in Birmingham, Alabama, and my Sister was born on 

Christmas Day 1937.  Our parents hand milked about 1,000 milk goats twice a day.  They 

rotated the ones that could be milked with about another 1,000 that were going through 

the process of having more kids and then they would become the ones to be milked.  

In 1947 we moved to Foley, Alabama and our family became dirt farmers.  I played 

organized sports from the age of 12 through 18.  I was never in anything like the Boy 

Scouts. I thought that I was dumb, even though both of our parents were very intelligent.  

Our Father was Valedictorian of his High School Class and our Mother earned a 

Scholarship to a Woman's College.  Neither attended College.   

 

I moved to Fort Worth, Texas a few days after graduating from High School in 1961. I 

attended Arlington State College, and then Texas Christian University and then Texas 

Wesleyan College and I only received passing grades in the subjects that I liked.  I spent 1 

day in ROTC and I realized that I did not want to be in the Military.  I met my wife to be 

that first summer and the rest is History.  We married on 04.09.1966.  I received my Draft 

Notice on 09.06.1966.  I was inducted on 10.21.1966. A bus load of us were transported 

from Dallas to Fort Polk, Louisiana for Basic Training.  From the moment that we got there, 

to the moment that we left there - we were constantly being shouted at with the phrase 

"You are going to Viet Nam and You will Die". I did not have any interest in either.  I had 

just married the girl of my dreams and I had a very good job at the General Motors Buick, 

Oldsmobile and Pontiac Assembly Plant in Arlington, Texas.   

 

Early in Basic Training we were all tested for our mental and physical attributes.  I was told 

that I was intelligent... very intelligent.  So, I took the tests for Officers Candidate Schools.  

Fort Sill, Oklahoma was only a few hours from my wife, so I failed every test, with the 

exception of Artillery Officer Candidate School at Fort Sill. 

 

I arrived at Fort Sill in early January 1967.  From the moment that I got there to the moment 

that I left there, I constantly said that "I was not going to Viet Nam and I was not going to 

Die".  I failed every examination and I did everything wrong.  Finally, I was kicked out of 

OCS Preparatory School.  However, I was kept there several more months to help prepare 

others for OCS.  That made no sense to me, but... I was still close to my wife.  I received 

my orders for Viet Nam and was sent to Oakland, California in early August 1967.  The 

night before I was flown to Viet Nam, I walked out of a gate and stood at the edge of San 

Francisco Bay.  I stood there and cried.  I went back in. I arrived in Viet Nam on 

08.15.1967. 

 



My first night In-Country (Viet Nam) I was terrified and I cried.  That was the last time that I 

cried, until my brain was being evaluated in the Tampa (FL) VA Traumatic Brain 

Injury Hospital in 2008.  In Viet Nam, I quickly lost concern for my well-being and I 

became "afraid" for the kids that were coming in to replace us.  They were going to die.  

On any given day in 1967 and 1968 the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment had about 4,000 

of us In-Country.  About 400 of us were in Artillery and about 40 of us were in Fire 

Direction Control.  There were only 8 of us that did what I did, sometimes 20 hours 

consecutive.  I did not realize at the time, but the Tests in Basic Training put me right where 

I was best suited - to kill and destroy, hours at a time, and give all other events of our lives 

equal feelings.  ALL of my feelings turned into Anger and my Anger has "held me in its 

miserable grip" every day of my life since then.  What a Horrible way to exist... 

 

My first shift as a Fire Direction Control Specialist, for a Battery of six 155 mm (about 6 

inches) Howitzers, I worked beside a guy rotating out.  I said that "I hope that I can 

learn to do all of this".  He said that he did not care if I learned how to or not, he was 

going home in 5 days.  After he left, I was put in control of 2 guys on our Area Maps, and 

the 3 of us calculated (by hand and by Brain) where over 20,000 rounds landed.  I had 

never passed any tests for this position.  My first day in control we killed one of our own.  I 

do not know what it is like to kill a person that you can see and/or feel, but I do know what 

it is like to kill humans and destroy country-side, for over 300 days of my life. 

There were 8 of us that received the call for Fire Support and the actual firing of the 

Howitzer.  The Gun had not been properly positioned.  Even though the 3 of us, on shift, in 

Fire Direction Control were not responsible for the positioning of the Gun - we were part of 

the killing of one of our own.  The crew on the gun were dispersed throughout the Battery 

and we got one that could not read or write.  Now, we had 2 of the 3 of us responsible for 

where the rounds landed that not were not educated for that level of responsibility.   

In short order we stopped using Willie Peter (WP - White Phosphorus) rounds to bracket (1 

long and 1 short) before firing HE rounds (High Explosive Rounds weighing 102 pounds 

each) and destroying most everything within 50 meters from where they landed.  We did 

this to save our lives, because the VC (Viet Cong) and the NVA (North Vietnam Army) 

would disappear during a “Bracketing “process. We had a Major role in the (1968) Tet 

Counter Offensive.  In the following 4 months of Tet, we moved closer and closer to 

Cambodia, while over firing 32,000 HE rounds.  

 

All of my Emotions turned into Anger in Viet Nam.  I had constant uncontrollable pains in 

my head for 40 years.  We gave up our ability to hear in order to be sure that we heard, 

even a whisper, for Fire Support.  I have been with 13 others of us (VNCV - Viet Nam 

Combat Veterans) bi-monthly for 3 years now.  They have taught me to not be ashamed of 

what we did.  We saved their lives and they saved ours.  I had not thought that I did what 

we did to save the lives of over 1,000 of us within a 13 mile radius of our Fire Support 

Bases.  I have always thought that the Veterans, of our World War II, had feelings of unity 



and Patriotism that I have never felt. I did not do what we did for America and/or any of 

the "reasons" for why we were there. 39, of the 1,000 of us, were killed during our time of 

responsibility.  39 are not many, unless you are the family of those 39 Troopers.  We died 

for a "Lost Cause" ...  I still do not fear death, but I have always wanted to die for a Good 

Cause - not a lost cause... 

 

I went to Viet Nam and I died. I first asked the VA (Department of Veterans Affairs) for 

Health Care in January of 2006.  Since that time, the VA has diagnosed me as having 

Ischemic Heart Disease (IHD), Severe Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), mild Traumatic 

Brain Injury (TBI), Post Concussive Syndrome (PCS), (uncontrollable) Headaches, Bilateral 

Hearing Loss, Tinnitus, Obstructive Sleep Apnea (OSA), Restless Legs Syndrome (RLS), 

Erectile Dysfunction (ED), Anxiety and Depression (with all of my other medical problems, 

that was not too hard to understand).  I am twice as likely of having Alzheimer's disease 

and/or Dementia as the Average Person. I take 21 prescribed pills per day, in order to co-

exist with other human beings. 

 

There were 3 of us on each shift in Fire Direction Control.  One to receive the request for 

Fire Support and to make the final calculations for Firing and conveying that information to 

the Guns.  Two of us on "Charts" (detailed topographical Maps of the part of the World 

that we were in) divided in 3,600 increments as opposed to 360 degrees.  The six of 

us calculated where over 40,000 155 mm (6") HE (High Explosive) rounds, weighing 102 

pounds each (over 4,000,000 pounds total) were to land.  The six of us worked together 

for about 11 of our 12 months In-Country.  At this writing, we are all still alive and we keep 

in touch with each other.  All 6 of us are still married to our one and only wife.  Our wives 

are the reason that we are still married to each of them, and their lives have also been 

altered by our being in the Viet Nam War.  It has not been easy - not easy at all.  

  

bill barner ...  Allons 

 
 

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 
 
The following Excerpts are from my Combat Action Diary.    

http://ep.yimg.com/ca/I/priorservice_2210_420946583


 
Sept 1967  
   
3rd       Tam KY … We fired 380 rounds today… # 6 was off and we killed one of our 
own…  
 
11th      Location 22-31…We are supporting the 1st and 14th Infantry and the 3rd of the 82nd  
   
18th      Operation Golden Rose…  Search & Destroy…    
   
21st      Body Count was 3 today and we destroyed many bunkers…  
   
22nd     We fired several hundred (rounds) today with 1 confirmed body count…  
   
24th      We fired 393 rounds today… most fire missions were against the contact with 
Hellraiser 94… They had heavy attacks and their 50’s and 60’s drowned out our radio 
contact at times…    
 
27th      E Troop had trouble returning last night from our North… One ACAV hit a 
500lb bomb killing 1 Lieutenant and WIA 4 of ours… Body Count was 5…  
   
28th      Body Count of 34 today. Fired 250 rounds into haystacks about 8,000 meters 
out…  
   
29th      Body Count was 8 today…  
   
Oct 1967  
   
2nd      B Battery, of the 3rd of the 18th, moved into our area today (Hill 29) with their 
175's...  Body Count was 31...  
     
4th     12 Gunships and 6 Bubble Choppers, moved into our AO today...  
    
6th     A Brigadier General, with the Americal Division, came by today...  
   
7th    TFO Commander (Full Bird) came by to watch us work today... Wind hit 52mph 
tonight with very heavy rain....  
   
10th     Body Count of 2 today...    
    
12th     Small arms fire about 1,200 meters from perimeter...  Our tanks went to help...  
   
13th     Body Count was 9 on 1st shift today... and 1 on 2nd shift...  We move out 
tomorrow for Chu Lai...  



   
14th     War Zone C is planned for us... Bad news Jungle...  
   
15th     We loaded up for our LST 1066 ride to Xaun Loc (III Corps)...  
 21st    Passed 3rd Squadron moving out so we could move in for a few days....  
   
22nd     Much activity during the night... m79s and mortars...  
   
25th    Prepared to move as a Split Battery to Vo Dat tomorrow to cover an Engineering 
Group returning to Xaun Loc...    
 
26th     Dropped the XO’s Track, and 2 guns, off at Gia Ray...  Along our way the 
Elephant Grass 3 to 20' tall...  Trees right up next to the road...  
   
31st     Word is that we move out on an 8 day mission on the 3rd...  No H & I tonight...  
   
Nov 1967  
   
1st     Mission is to Gia Ray, near Chua Chan, at the base of mountain 837...  To support 
the 9th Infantry Division on Operation Santa Fe... Our Base Camp is Wild Cat...   
   
6th   The 5th and 9th Division covered us we moved through to a very small clearing in 
the Jungle to lay cover for them...  
   
7th     We began to fire and fired all afternoon and night...  The 5th and 9th Divisions 
rotated as our perimeter cover and some of their ACAVs had twin 40mms...  
   
9th     A  9th Division Huey "dropped" in close to our perimeter...  
   
13th   We "cleared" an area for the 9th to move in with their 105's...  
   
18th    Observed an air strike 5,000 m out.  After their bombing runs they made several 
more passes firing their 20mm cannons...  The 9th ACAVs brought in some troops and 
then they broke up into Ambush Patrols and moved out on foot to the air strike area...  
We fired 400 rounds out ahead, and around them...  
   
19th   Caught Chu Hoi letters as they fell today...  
   
Dec 1967  
     
4th    Got word that we would be moving out tomorrow to an unspecified area near the 
Cambodian Border, in War Zone C, which is a rough one....  
   
5th    Moving out today for Ben Cat to take part in an operation with our 1st Squadron, 



in support of the 1st Division...  Attended a Change of Command today… 
   
6th    We moved out to set up FSB Zinc...  One of our FO's Track took an RPG right 
through the Driver's Compartment... Our driver was killed...  
   
10th     ACAV flipped yesterday, after hitting a mine...   
   
11th    Chuck is sure giving us a hard time...  We have already lost 2 guys, 2 tanks and 3 
ACAVs.  Chuck also sent a squad to our West Perimeter tonight and we got one for sure 
...   
   
14th    We lost another Trooper today when his ACAV hit a mine...  2 VC squads tried to 
get in our perimeter tonight, but we made it rough on them and killed 1...  
   
15Th   1st HOW got heavy mortar tonight...  
   
17Th   Word came down that we would be in Lia Khe tomorrow night and then on to An 
Loc the next day and Loc Nin the next day...  We are teaming up with our 1st and 3rd 
Squadrons for Operation Fargo...  
   
21st    Moved to Ben Cat AO...  While the ammo dump at Lai Khe was blowing up... it all 
went up big...  the sky was lit up for hours....  
   
22nd   Our TOC was mortared tonight along with 1st HOW...  We look for much trouble 
with only 12,000 meters between us and Cambodia...  
   
24th    Cease fire at 1800 until tomorrow at 1800.  We were in the process of destroying 
11 rocket sites when 1800 came and we had to stop...  Hope Charlie does not move out, or 
fire on us from them before the cease fire is lifted...  One of our guys had to be dusted 
off....  
   
25th   At exactly 1801, when the cease fire was over, we wiped the rocket sites off the 
map with over 80 rounds...  
   
26th    Approximately 110 H & I s out tonight...  
   
27th    An ACAV in E Troop turned over and our Driver was killed...  
   
28th    Big Search and Destroy starts tomorrow and our Battery may have to split again...  
   
31st   Word came down that we would move out tomorrow...  
   
  

 
January 1968... 



  
1st   My 25th Birthday… Moved South along the Red Ball past 1st How Battery and turned 
right about half way between Loc Ninh and An Loc and went within 11,000 meters of 
Cambodia... 
  
2nd   Large Search & Destroy operation began today that will take our us right up to the 
Boarder and Southward.  A 105 Battery was overrun last night, in the direction that we 
are going....  Our Command Track is right on the perimeter... 
  
3rd   We wrapped up with a Fire Mission coming down at 2200...  We had 2 FO's calling 
in Fire and the Mission lasted for over an hour and it was on VC Contact... 
  
5th   Word came down that we will be on Stand By tomorrow at 1400, to have a one 
hour notice to move out...  Our location will be 1,000 meters from Cambodia and we 
hear that Charlie has two Regiments trying to escape and we are to cut them off... 
  
6th   Today began at 0600 and lasted to 2400...  It was one long Fire Mission...  We fired 
over 600 rounds...  The Troops were going out toward Cambodia again when they ran 
into 2 Battalions of VC and we blocked their escape back into Cambodia... 
  
7th   The ARVNs were taken out yesterday after they got hit and refused to Fight...  
(Some Country to die for)...  We fired almost constantly all day with Support for H 
Company’s (tanks) incoming ground attack...  2nd Squadron got 33 Body Count... 
  
8th General Abrams was out with our Squadron today...  We fired Direct Fire tonight... 
Body Count 41... 
  
9th   A Gunship got hit today and it came here to land... 
  
11th   Intelligence reported that we were in for a ground attack, so one of our Troops and 
2 tank platoons came over to cover us...  The ACAV's and Tanks are almost abreast... 
  
16th   Gun # 1 had their powder catch on fire and we had a very bad fire...   
  
21st   Operation Attila...  We moved out to the Red Ball and slowly moved South through 
An Loc and down to Chom Thania and we set up near a 1st Division’s 8" Battery... 
  
26th   We found out that we would be moving at 1300 and would be in three different 
locations in the next 3 days...  Made it to Dinh Diem Hien Van for the night... 
  
30th   Tet was violated...  1st Squadron lost 11 men... 
  
31st    We moved East, and went on to Long Binh which took 15.5 hours (at night) to 
make the trip and it was rough...  We met 3 blockades and saw a P.F. POW camp that 



had 2,000 VC inside and outside there were 200 dead, which had tried a ground attack... 
Dead VC alongside the road stacked like firewood...  As we entered the Village it was 
torn to shreds and we saw 3 ACAVs blown to bits...  We arrived in Bien Hoa early 
morning (and started firing mission at once)... 
  
February 1968 
  
2nd   Over Tet 5,800 VC killed and 230 US Troops...  some truce.... 
4th   We had a small ground attack on the North Side of our perimeter tonight and then 
it moved out to the far east approximately 1,000 meters...  Gunships fought them and 
after they pulled the LRRP's out much artillery was put in by us, and 4 other Batteries… 
there should be a good Body Count... 
  
10th   Big alert around Saigon tonight.  Ole Chuck has them on their toes.  The Cav is 
drawing much respect here... 
  
13th   At 0300 Bien Hoa got a Rocket hit and we fired some counter rocket missions... 
  
17th   Just after midnight a Heavy Rocket Attack hit the airfield and an Ammo Storage 
was hit at Long Binh.  Ton So Nute was also hit and the total was over 130 122 mm 
Rockets... 
  
24th   Phooc Vinh got Rockets tonight and that is the home of one of the 101’s Brigades. 
  
March 1968 
  
12th   The VC really raised a rough time here tonight with an all night ground attack on 
our G and F Troops.  M company lost their CO in 2 tank explosions.  Body Count was 
19... 
  
13th   Regimental Commander, Colonel McFarlon, was visiting our 1st Squadron today 
and got 3 shots right in the chest, from a sniper, and not expected to live. Whole 
Squadron is ready for a heavy ground attack... 
  
19th   Destruction mission on a fortified OP and we fired approximately 1.5 hours... 
  
21st   The Regimental Commander was in his Helicopter today when it had a power 
failure and fell and killed him... 
  
22nd   We finally got to Ben Cat and where we had previously turned right, we turned 
left into the Iron Triangle and off to the Jungle.  We moved across downed trees for 4 
miles and then went North 1 mile... 
  



23rd   At 7am the ACAV's were in trouble and we fired until 2pm with 50% of the time 
Contact Missions... 
  
24th   Up at 2pm and we had business waiting for us when we got to work.  Some 
elements were in contact and we continued the mission (236 rounds) and we fired 291 
rounds additional... 
  
25th   Woke up to the news that my shift was going on a one day operation... 
  
26th   We hit a mine on the Ammo Run with our 5 ton... 
  
27th   We began to go down through the rubber and it was rough...  A Platoon of 
ACAV's, and tanks, knocked down trees and we followed...  We saw many bunkers and 
this is definitely Chuck's land... 
  
30th   Well ole Chuck finally found us with his 60mm Mortars...  The rounds came in 
from the North and gradually worked right through the Helipad and stopped at our 
perimeter...  We fired back and got one secondary explosion...  We figured that they were 
just registering so they could just drop them in on us next time... 
  
April 1968 
  
1st   We fired allot of Missions all morning and around 1230 G Troop had heavy contact 
and we fired in support...  The other shift is doing bucco firing too... 
  
2nd   About 6pm a Bubble Chopper, of the Colonel’s, was taking off and he got a sniper 
round approximately 1,200 meters away and in minutes there were 4 Hueys and 5 Cobras 
in to make their Rocket and Mini Gun attacks... 
  
3rd Chuck sent his 60mm into our NW about 6:30 pm, from about 2k's out.  Again 
around 6 am they did the same thing - both times we shot Counter Mortars along with 
our 4.2's... 
  
4th   Word came down that tomorrow we would be moving back to the area we Hip 
shot from on the 25th... 
  
5th   News today was that Martin Luther King, Jr. was Assonated…  We moved out via a 
Rubber Plantation.  We had planned to go by hardtop but H Company (tanks) found 6 
mines within 2 miles... Tomorrow we move somewhere else...  22nd move... 
  
16th   Today the Captain informed me that I would be replacing an E7 as our Squadron 
Artillery Liaison NCO.  Presently the Section is handling all of our Regiment's 
Artillery...  (My license to kill  
just got enlarged)... 



 
 
 April 1968... 
  
20th   There has been much activity to our Northwest, so the 1st Squadron is moving out 
tomorrow to check it out, along with some of the 9th Division... 
  
21st   2nd Squadron is going to the Northwest to support the operation.   Much 
movement on the perimeter, so we cleared allot of Grids... 
  
22nd   The 1st Division Ammo Supply caught fire and most all the M79, M16 and 81mm 
Ammo went up...  
  
23rd Thunder Horse made a Thunder Run... 
  
24th   The Squadron Colonel goes on to US ARV tomorrow and we get a new 
Commander...  For the change of command we shot 2/11 in the sky with white 
phosphorus...   
  
26th   Two Gunships went out to support the operation after a ground attack last 
night...  Lieutenant Tielman got a Dust Off... Things got tough and several got hurt...  9 
NVA killed and 2 POWs... 
  
29th   The Regimental Commander got some Intel reports that the 275th VC Regiment 
was in the area...  The 2nd Squadron moved out and the 1st and 3rd may go too... 
  
May 1968... 
  
2nd   We found out that Joe Peck got killed, in the 9th Division, and he was a great 
guy...  He got infused from How Battery... 
  
5th   About 1:30 the VC hit a village to our NW and we fired in support and then around 
2:30 they hit another village to our SE with a full ground attack and we sent in some 
400 rounds.  The Tank Company, and 2 Troops, went down and the Village was full of 
VC and most areas overtaken with them.  2 of our FOs got Shrapnel and an old How 
Battery guy, now in H Company, got killed when his tank got hit.  The Air Force struck 
and killed over 77 of them...  We fired over 600 rounds and our Body Count unknown.  
Bien Hoa got hit with 100+ Rockets and a ground attack with 275 VC killed... 
  
6th   A big S & D South looking for the VC.  About 3 pm word came down that a 
Village North of Xuan Loc was under heavy ground attack from an estimated 2 VC 
Battalions.  So the Regimental Commander, and the Squadron Commander, decided to 
send the 2nd Squadron and they came from the South and all the way North in about 1.5 



hours and ready.  3 Guns followed with them all the way.  On the return trip the 
Squadron took 3 RPG hits... 
  
16th   Word is that by the end of month we will be out on the West side of Saigon.  The 
3rd lost allot of people there and the 1st is there too... 1st will come here and 2nd will go 
out.  One of the Troops got a small ambush and we had 1 KIA and 4 WIA.  The Battery 
fired 102 rounds in 12 minutes !!! 
  
23rd   Thunder Horse spotted some VC and killed 9... 
  
26th   The Forward had a busy day with contact several different times from several VC 
movements... 
  
28th   A heavy thunderstorm came up and a bolt of lightning knocked the phone to the 
guns right out of my hand... 
   
June 1968... 
  
2nd   1st Squadron suffered allot... 
  
4th    Short round hit F Troop... 
  
5th    Senator Kennedy got shot in California today... 
  
13th   We were under a heavy RPG, and Recoilless, attack tonight and 14 were wounded, 
with 3 of the 5 of us hit and 1 dusted off, along with 7 others.  The hit came at 8:35 pm 
and we got allot of support from the 1st Division and a Spooky.  We responded and sent 
over 130 rounds out.  TOC received 95% of the incoming rounds.  They knew their 
target... 
  
14th   The RPG's started in again and Captain Hasket got hurt bad and was dusted 
off... Our tent was shot down and my bunk was full of holes.  I dug up the tail section of 
the 60 mm round that got the Captain that had missed me by seconds... 
  
16th   The LRRPs had contact twice and killed 6 VC... 
  
17th   The LRRPs had quite a time of it about midnight and they had to be extracted and 
we had quite a fireworks display... 2 tanks and 3 ACAVs went out... 
  
21st   The VC are moving all around our area.  The tanks really put on a display and 
went out after them with spotlights and flaming 50's.  The flame thrower went out and 
it was something... 
  



28th   The Battery will move to Normandy II tomorrow, along with H Company and G 
Troop... (We fired over 32,000 155mm HE rounds since Tet) 
  
July 1968... 
  
23rd   H Company, traveling from Sicily to Normandy, had contact several times and 1 
ACAV hit a big mine... 
  
24th   The tanks and ACAVs did not get in until daybreak and they sure had a hard time 
and it was only a short trip.  Two gunners on the Ole Man's track were killed and 3 
others hurt real badly.  I knew one of them fairly well.  The track is a combat loss with a 
very large hole in the floor just  under the TC...  
  
25th   A 1st Division FO went out on a mine sweep this morning and he stepped on a 
mine and it killed him and his RTO is in bad shape.  He was a good guy and came over 
every night for awhile. A Four Star General came by, so we may move soon.  H Company 
is having it rough, out of 17 tanks only two are running and most of the rest are a 
Combat loss... 
  
26th   I went to work at midnight and it was quite except for some 4.2s bringing the 
rounds in a little close... 
  
27th   G Troop went down to a VC Village and the action got thick...  Body Count 5 
  
28th   Colonel George Patton has been in control of the Cav for almost a month now... 
He is starting to show up and things will change, I'm sure.  We had a memorial Service 
this evening and he came out for it.  It was for two of the guys who died earlier this 
week...  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
This map shows where and when we established our Fire Bases… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



These are some reports about what we accomplished.



 

 
 

 
  
  



 



 

 

 

We "lived and worked" in the center of six of these M109 155mm SP 

Howitzers 24 hours a day.  Their sounds were very loud and the blast waves 
were very strong. I personally incurred well over 40,000 of these firings  

  

M109 155mm SP Howitzer  

The 155-mm M109 series, Self-propelled medium howitzers are highly 
mobile combat support weapons. They are air transportable in phase III of 

airborne operation. They have a cruising range of 220 miles at speeds up to 
35 miles per hour. Combat loaded, The M109 series weighs 27.5 tons. The 

M109A2/A3/A4 howitzers uses M185 cannon and achieves a range of 23,500 
meters. The replacement of the 23 caliber long barrel with the M284 cannon 

39-caliber barrel on the M109A5/A6 increased the range capability to 30,00 
meters. The 155-mm Projectile weights 98 pounds. 

The howitzer is a vehicle that provides armored combat support, is air 
transportable, internally loaded, and has excellent ground mobility. It allows 

firing in a 360 degree circle through its primary armament, the 155mm 
cannon assembly, and its secondary armament, the M2 heavy barrel caliber 

50 machine gun. The system is capable of both direct (line of sight) and 

indirect (out of the line of sight) firing. 
1  M185 Cannon (M109A2/A3/A4) 

   M284 Cannon (M109A5) 

2  Caliber 50 Machine Gun, M2 

3  Panoramic Telescope Shield and Indirect Fire Telescope 

4  Cannon Mount M178 (M109A2/A3/A4) 

                M182 (M109A5) 

5  Cab 

6  Hull 

7  Direct Fire Periscope 

 

 



 

  

PERFORMANCE SPECIFICATIONS 

MAJOR ITEM: 

Model........................................................M109A2/A3/A4/A5 

Line Item Number.......................................K557667  

NATIONAL STOCK NUMBER 

M109A2........................................................2350-01-031-0586 

M109A3........................................................2350-01-031-8851 
M109A4........................................................2350-01-277-5770 

M109A5........................................................2350-01-281-1719  

WEIGHT: 

Classification 

Empty...................................................................52,000 lb (23,586kg) 

Combat Loaded....................................................55,000 lb (24,948kg)  

WIDTH 

Overall.................................................................124 in.(3.1M)  



HEIGHT 

Overall.................................................................120.43 in(3M) 
Lowest operable height........................................109.93 in(2.8M) 

Ground clearance.......................................................18 in(0.45M)  

LENGTH 

M109A2/A3/A4 w/armament...................................359.38 in(9.12M) 

M109A5 w/armament..............................................361.38 in(9.17M) 
M109A2/A3/A4/A5 w/o armament..........................243.75 in(6.19M)  

SPEEDS 

High Speed..........................................35 mph (56.3kmph) 

Low Speed............................................6 mph (10kmph) 
Range..................................................217 miles (349km)  

PRIMARY ARMAMENT (TWO CONFIGURATIONS) 

Cannon assembly.........................................................................M185 

(M109A2/A3/A4) 
....................................................................................................M28

4 (M109A5) 
Cannon Tube Length....................................................................238 in. 

(6.05m) (M185) 
....................................................................................................240 

in. (6.09m) (M284) 
Cannon Mount.............................................................................M178 

(M109A2/A3/A4) 
....................................................................................................M18

2 (M109A5) 
Maximum Range (M109A2/M109A3/M109A4)..........................18,000m 

....................................................................................................RAP 
23,500m 

Maximum Range (M109A5).........................................................22,000m 

....................................................................................................RAP 
30,000m 

Maximum Rate of Fire..................................................................4 
rds/min for 3 min 

Sustained Rate of Fire..................................................................1 
rd/min for 60 min 

...................................................................................................1 rd/ 
3 min thereafter 

SECONDARY ARMAMENT 



Machine gun................................................................................Caliber 

50, M2, Heavy barrel  

AVAILABLE MODIFICATIONS 

Modifications of the Howitzers may vary to accommodate customer-desired 
capabilities. Each conversion is packaged in a kit for ease of shipment and 

delivery.  

Differences between models 

M109 SPH 

The M109 was the first model, with a very short barrel, double baffle muzzle 
brake, large fume extractor, and a maximum range of 14,600m.  

M109A1 SPH 

The M109A1 featured a new longer barrel, and various other improvements, 
with a maximum range of 18,100m.  

M109A2 SPH 

The M109A2 is a new production weapon which incorporated 27 mid-life 
improvements to the M109A1. The improvements provide for increased 

Reliability, Availability, and Maintainability(RAM) and safety characteristics 
as well as enhanced operational capabilities.  

The M109A2 has the long tube M185 cannon installed in the M178 gun 
mount. The cab has a rear bustle rack which provides an increased 

ammunition stowage capacity. It has an all weather ballistic shield mounted 

over the panoramic telescope; counterbalanced travel lock and provisions for 
mounting the M140 alignment device.  

M109A3 SPH 

The M109A3 is a depot converted M109A1 incorporating the 27 mid-life 
improvements. The operational characteristics of the M109A3 are virtually 

identical to the M109A2. Some M109A3s have three contact arm assemblies: 
all M109A2 have five contact arm assemblies.  

M109A4 SPH 



The M109A4 is a M109A2/A3 improvements include the addition of Nuclear, 

Biological, and Chemical/ Reliability, Availability, and Maintainability 
(NBC/RAM) product improvement kits. The driver and cannoneer no. 2 have 

an air purifier and two heaters mounted in the hull. An air purifier and four 
heaters are mounted in the cab for the rest of the crew. NBC Mission 

Oriented Protective Posture (MOPP) gear is stored in the new cannoneer 
seats and stowage boxes.  

The traversing mechanism is operates with a hydraulic clutch in the M109A4 
instead of operating with an electric clutch as in the traversing mechanism in 

the M109A2/A3 howitzers. A clutch valve with an override valve provides for 
power traversing in the event of an electrical failure to the clutch valve 

solenoid. The M109A4 has two hydraulic filters mounted outside of the 
power pack. The M109A2/A3s have one internal hydraulic power pack filter.  

The M109A4 has a combat override switch to allow for emergency starting. 
The slave start receptacle has been moved from the battery compartment to 

the driver's compartment. The M109A2/A3 100 amp alternator has been 

replaced by a 180 amp alternator. Crew compartment subfloor drains have 
been added to provide for the drainage of DS2 used in the NBC 

decontamination process and provide for the drainage of excess water.  

M109A5 SPH 

The M109A5 is a modified M109A4 it consists of two major improvements: a 

new M284 cannon and a new M182 gun mount. These improvements provide 
the M109A5 with greater range and allow for sustained fire for prolonged 

periods of time.  

INTERNATIONAL VARIANTS 

 M109A3G, German version of the M109, many improvements 

including new ordnance..  
 M109L, Italian M109 fitted with ordance of FH-70..  

 M109AL, Israeli version..  

 M109 Taiwan uses the M108/109 chassis but with a 155mm 
weapon in an open mount. The short barrel version uses 

ordnance of the towed M114, more recent version has new and 
longer ordnance..  

 M992, Field Artillery Ammunition Support Vehicle, uses M109 
chassis with fully enclosed rear hull to carry 155mm 

ammunition..  
 FDC, Fire Direction Centre or Fire Control Centre, uses M992 

chassis and hull..  



On 24 May 2000 the government of Egypt requested a possible sale of 279 

M109A2/A3 155mm self-propelled howitzers, support equipment, spare and 
repair parts, publications and technical data, personnel training and training 

equipment, U.S. government and contractor engineering and logistics 
personnel services, and other related elements of logistics support. The 

estimated cost was $48 million. Egypt will use these howitzers to replace 
aging Soviet towed artillery and to complement the modernization of the 

M1A1/M60A3 divisions.  

THE FUTURE OF THE M109 

The M109A2-A5 series of Howitzers gives the customer the maximum 
flexibility to tailor modifications to meet desired missions requirements and 

can accommodate future technology.  
The M109A2-A5 series is economical to purchase, operate, and maintain. 

The M109 Family of howitzer continues to improve at considerable cost 

savings for the customer. It continues to be backed by the extensive life-
cycle sustainment support of the weapon's proponent, The U.S. Army's 

Tank-Automotive and Armaments Command - Armament and Chemical, 
Acquisition and Logistics Activity (ACALA).  
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William Maxwell Barner, III    Viet Nam 08.15.1967  through  

08.15.1968 

In the Beginning 
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Near the end of 366 days of killing, and/or participating in the 
killing, of hundreds, if not over 1,000 human beings.  I hurt, I really 

hurt… 

bill barner 

 

 


