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DEAR TEACHER,

 When we were not much older than your students, our nation called us 
to military service in a war in Vietnam. Some of us enlisted. Some of us were 
drafted. Many of us took our first airplane ride to Southeast Asia, where 
we were dropped into a difficult and bloody war.  More than 58,000 of us 
– 3,417 from Texas – would never come back.  Many more returned with 
wounds, seen and unseen.
 Our war was controversial and divisive, and while we were fighting for 
each other and our lives, our country was turning against both the war 
and those of us who had been sent to fight it.  In the shadow of our war’s 
controversy and the social and political turmoil of the United States in the 
1960s and 70’s, there was no homecoming celebration for our generation of 
war veterans. 
 It would be forty years before the hundreds of thousands of Texans 
who served in Vietnam would finally be recognized for their service. The 
young kids who’d slugged through the jungles of Vietnam were gray-haired 
grandfathers when the Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument was 
dedicated in their honor on March 29, 2014. Some 5,000 of us gathered on 
that sunny morning, exactly 42 years after the last U.S. combat troops left 
Vietnam, for that long overdue “Welcome Home.”
 As the Vietnam veterans who served on the monument committee, we 
know that the men and women we served with in Vietnam served with 
every bit as much skill and courage as American troops have demonstrated 
in any war, and we are proud of the tribute the Texas Capitol Vietnam 
Veterans Monument brings to our statehouse grounds. But we also want our 
monument to be a “Living Monument” that furthers the tribute to Texas 
Vietnam veterans by bringing their stories to life online.  
 With the help of teachers like you, we have created this curriculum so 
that your students can learn about the Vietnam War through the personal 
stories of Texans who lived it, and, most exciting of all, so that they can be 
active participants in the preservation of its history.  We hope your students 
will become historians who help build our online “Living Monument,” where 
the stories of Texans affected by the Vietnam War can be told, studied, and, 
most of all, never forgotten.

THANK YOU FOR HELPING US ACCOMPLISH THIS.

Robert Floyd, Chairman
Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument Committee
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DEAR TEACHER,

 Like you, we are always looking for opportunities to bring history and 
English to life for our students, and to make “real world” connections in 
the classroom.  Rarely do we find such exciting opportunities as this to 
engage students in a project in which they are both learning and producing 
information with authentic value to our society.
 The Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument Living History 
Curriculum invites all of us to participate in contributing to the preservation 
of the stories of Texans who served in the Vietnam War.  Though few may 
realize that one of the first serviceman killed in the conflict –  and one of 
the last killed in what had by then become a full-blown war – were Texans, 
we all know that Lyndon B. Johnson, who served as President of the United 
States during a portion of the war, was a native Texan – and that is only 
the beginning of a very large story of the role of hundreds of thousands of 
Texans in Vietnam.  The citizens of our state have a long history of rising to 
the challenge when asked to serve and defend our country, and the war in 
Vietnam was no different.  It is fitting that we honor them by guiding our 
students to understand and help preserve their individual stories.
 This curriculum provides a menu of engaging, student-centered English 
III and U.S. History TEKS-aligned activities to help your students learn 
about the Vietnam War and connect with veterans in your community as 
they read, write, listen, watch, interview, research, incorporate technology, 
and ultimately create projects as personal historians.  It is designed so that 
you may use parts of it or the entire unit for your classroom. It contains both 
English/Language Arts lessons and Social Studies lessons for high school 
students.  Many of these lessons can be used in either course, or as part of 
a cross-curricular unit, and the components are easily implemented for 
individual or collaborative work and moldable to the needs of your students.  
 We hope you will find these activities useful as you educate today’s youth 
about Texans who answered their country’s call of duty.

Rebecka Stucky, English Teacher, Westlake High School

Kristy Robins, English Teacher, Westlake High School

Cathy Cluck, History Teacher, Westlake High School

From

the Teachers

who worked

on this project
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Overview
RATIONALE 
 As the United States of America commemorates the 50th 
Anniversary of the Vietnam War, the Texas Capitol Vietnam 
Veterans Monument Living History Project provides students 
an opportunity to actively participate in the preservation of 
history by learning about the war through the experiences of 
Texans who lived it.  Students will use research, collaboration, 
writing, and communications and technology skills in 
synthesized learning to create personal history profiles of 
Texans affected by the Vietnam War. 

OBJEC TIVES
l Students will learn about the background and geography of the Vietnam War. 
l Students will learn about the service and sacrifice of Texans during the Vietnam 
War.
l Students will learn about the Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument and 
learn how a public monument is created.
l Students will learn about the personal experiences of Texans in the Vietnam War.
l Students will become acquainted with literature dealing with the Vietnam War.
l Students will use critical thinking, reading, writing, media consumption, 
technology, discussion, technology, creative, interpersonal and interview skills.
l Students will connect with veterans and their family members to learn about 
history through the perspectives of those affected by it.
l Students will create a personal history of a Texas Vietnam veteran or a Texas 
service member who perished during the Vietnam War.

The Texas Capitol 
Vietnam Veterans 
Monument is a proud 
partner in the United 
States of America’s 
50th Commemoration 
of the Vietnam War.
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“In recognition of a chapter in 
our Nation’s history that must 
never be forgotten, let us renew 
our sacred commitment to those 
who answered our country’s call in 
Vietnam and those who awaited 
their safe return. Beginning on 
Memorial Day 2012, the Federal 
Government will partner with 
local governments, private 
organizations, and communities 
across America to participate in 
the Commemoration of the 50th 
Anniversary of the Vietnam War 
-- a 13-year program to honor 
and give thanks to a generation 
of proud Americans who saw our 
country through one of the most 
challenging missions we have ever 
faced. While no words will ever 
be fully worthy of their service, 
nor any honor truly befitting their 
sacrifice, let us remember that 
it is never too late to pay tribute 
to the men and women who 
answered the call of duty with 
courage and valor. Let us renew 
our commitment to the fullest 
possible accounting for those who 
have not returned.” President 
Barack Obama, Presidential 
Proclamation -- Commemoration 
of the 50th Anniversary of the 
Vietnam War, May 25, 2012
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CONCEPTS TO COVER

l CONFLICT

l COMMUNISM

l DEMOCRAC Y

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS

l How did the geography of the combat theater affect the equipment, 
tactics, and strategies used by the U.S. in the Vietnam War?

l How did the implementation of the military draft contribute to
domestic division during the Vietnam War?

l How do the experiences of individuals enhance and influence our 
understanding of historical events?

l Why is it important to study and learn from past conflict?

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) Standards

U . S .  H I S T O R Y

l CULTURE

l NATIONAL IDENTIT Y

l HISTORY THROUGH PERSONAL PERSPECTIVES
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USH.8D: explain reasons and outcomes for U.S. involvement 
in foreign countries and their relationship to the Domino Theory, 
including the Vietnam War;

USH.8E: analyze the major issues and events of the Vietnam 
War such as the Tet Offensive, the escalation of forces, Vietnamiza-
tion, and the fall of Saigon;

USH.8F: describe the responses to the Vietnam War such as 
the draft, the 26th Amendment, the role of the media, the cred-
ibility gap, the silent majority, and the anti-war movement.

USH.19.B: explain constitutional issues raised by federal 
government policy changes during times of significant events, 
including … the 1960s;

USH.20.A: describe the impact of events such as the Gulf of 
Tonkin Resolution and the War Powers Act on the relationship 
between the legislative and executive branches of government;

USH.26.F: discuss the importance of Congressional Medal of 
Honor recipients, including individuals of all races and genders 
such as … Roy Benavidez;

USH.29.A: use a variety of both primary and secondary valid 
sources to acquire information and to analyze and answer histori-
cal questions;

USH.29.B: analyze information by sequencing, categoriz-
ing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing and 
contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making gener-
alizations, making predictions, drawing inferences, and drawing 
conclusions;

USH.29.C: understand how historians interpret the past (his-
toriography) and how their interpretations of history may change 
over time;

USH.29.D: use the process of historical inquiry to research, 
interpret, and use multiple types of sources of evidence;

USH. 29.E: evaluate the validity of a source based on lan-
guage, corroboration with other sources, and information about 
the author, including points of view, frames of reference, and 
historical context;

USH.29.F: identify bias in written, oral, and visual material;

USH.29.G: identify and support with historical evidence a 
point of view on a social studies issue or event; and;

USH.29.H: use appropriate skills to analyze and interpret 
social studies information such as maps, graphs, presentations, 
speeches, lectures, and political cartoons.

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) Standards

U . S .  H I S T O R Y
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Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) Standards

E N G L I S H  I I I

l Reading/Vocabulary Development  Students 
understand new vocabulary and use it when reading and 
writing.

l Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/
Expository Text  Students analyze, make inferences and 
draw conclusions about expository text and provide 
evidence from text to support their understanding. The 
student is expected to synthesize ideas and make logical 
connections (e.g., thematic links, author analyses) between 
and among multiple texts representing similar or different 
genres and technical sources and support those findings 
with textual evidence.

l Reading/Comprehension Skills  Students use a flexible 
range of metacognitive reading skills in both assigned and 
independent reading to understand an author’s message.

l Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Theme 
and Genre  Students analyze, make inferences and draw 

conclusions about theme and genre in different cultural, 
historical, and contemporary contexts and provide 
evidence from the text to support their understanding.

l Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/
Fiction  Students understand, make inferences and 
draw conclusions about the structure and elements of 
fiction and provide evidence from text to support their 
understanding.

l Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Literary 
Nonfiction  Students understand, make inferences and 
draw conclusions about the varied structural patterns and 
features of literary nonfiction and provide evidence from 
text to support their understanding.

l Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Sensory 
Language  Students understand, make inferences and 

CONCEPTS TO COVER:
LEARNING ABOUT THE VIETNAM WAR ERA
l Students will learn about what was happening in the United States during the Vietnam War.
l Students will learn about the causes of the Vietnam War.
l Students will gain an overview of United States involvement in Vietnam.
l Students will learn about the different roles of the serviceman in the Vietnam War.
l Students will gain an understanding of U.S. citizens’ reactions to servicemen’s return from the Vietnam War.
 VETERAN RESEARCH
l Students will be given or choose the name of a Texas veteran to research.
l Students will conduct research using both primary and secondary sources.
l Students will create a veteran profile suitable for publication.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
l How did Americans feel about our involvement in the Vietnam War?
l What sacrifices were made by those who fought in the war?
l How were Texans involved in  the Vietnam War?
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draw conclusions about how an author’s sensory language 
creates imagery in literary text and provide evidence from 
text to support their understanding.

l Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/
Culture and History  Students analyze, make inferences 
and draw conclusions about the author’s purpose 
in cultural, historical, and contemporary contexts 
and provide evidence from the text to support their 
understanding.

l Reading/Comprehension of Informational Text/
Expository Text  Students analyze, make inferences and 
draw conclusions about expository text and provide 
evidence from text to support their understanding.

l Reading/Media Literacy  Students use comprehension 
skills to analyze how words, images, graphics, and sounds 
work together in various forms to impact meaning.

l Writing/Writing Process  Students use elements of the 
writing process (planning, drafting, revising, editing, and 
publishing) to compose text.

l Writing/Literary Texts  Students write literary texts 
to express their ideas and feelings about real or imagined 
people, events, and ideas.

l Writing/Expository and Procedural Texts  Students 
write expository and procedural or work-related texts to 
communicate ideas and information to specific audiences 
for specific purposes.

l Oral and Written Conventions/Conventions  Students 
understand the function of and use the conventions of 
academic language when speaking and writing. 

l Oral and Written Conventions/Handwriting, 
Capitalization, and Punctuation  Students write legibly 
and use appropriate capitalization and punctuation 
conventions in their compositions. 

l Oral and Written Conventions/Spelling  Students 
spell correctly. Students are expected to spell correctly, 

including using various resources to determine and check 
correct spellings.

l Research/Research Plan  Students ask open-ended 
research questions and develop a plan for answering them.
 
l Research/Gathering Sources  Students determine, 
locate, and explore the full range of relevant sources 
addressing a research question and systematically record 
the information they gather. 

l Research/Synthesizing Information  Students clarify 
research questions and evaluate and synthesize collected 
information. 

l Research/Organizing and Presenting Ideas  Students 
organize and present their ideas and information 
according to the purpose of the research and their 
audience. 

l Listening and Speaking/Listening  Students will use 
comprehension skills to listen attentively to others in 
formal and informal settings. 

l Listening and Speaking/Speaking  Students speak 
clearly and to the point, using the conventions of 
language. Students will continue to apply earlier standards 
with greater complexity. Students are expected to give 
presentations using informal, formal, and technical 
language effectively to meet the needs of audience, 
purpose, and occasion, employing eye contact, speaking 
rate (e.g., pauses for effect), volume, enunciation, 
purposeful gestures, and conventions of language to 
communicate ideas effectively.

l Listening and Speaking/Teamwork  Students work 
productively with others in teams. Students will continue 
to apply earlier standards with greater complexity. Students 
are expected to participate productively in teams, building 
on the ideas of others, contributing relevant information, 
developing a plan for consensus-building, and setting 
ground rules for decision-making.

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) Standards

E N G L I S H  I I I
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Scope and Sequence
This curriculum offers a menu of learning activities that you can easily customize to your instructional 
calendar and student abilities. Many can be done as a class, individually, or in small groups. 

SUGGESTED SEQUENCE FOR THE FULL PACKAGE –

SET THE ATMOSPHERE Prepare your classroom (“Get Your Groovy On”) 
    and ready your playlist (“Rock the Sixties”).

DAY ONE    “The Draft Game”
    Activate Prior Learning
    Watch The Story of Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument
    Homework: Flash Presentations Research

DAY TWO   Flash Presentations

DAY THREE    Geography of Vietnam
    Homework: Matérial in Vietnam

DAY FOUR    Vietnam War Timeline
    Homework: “Texas in the Vietnam War”

DAY FIVE    “Memories and Reflections”
    Veteran Stories: “Coming Home” 
    Homework: Agent Orange or
    Formative Assessment or “On the Rainy River”

DAY SIX &   Video Learning Activities
DAY SEVEN   Intro to research project/Preparation for speaker

DAY EIGHT   Veteran speaker(s)

DAY NINE &   Research
DAY TEN

DAY ELEVEN &  Students present research projects
DAY TWELVE



H H H H H H H
H H H H H H H
H H H H H H H
H H H H H H H
H H H H H H H
H H H H H H H
H H H H H H H
H H H H H H H
H H H H H H H
H H H H H H H

SETTING
THE

STAGE



15  H Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument  H   www.tcvvm.org

Setting the Stage
AC TIVITIES TO INTRODUCE THE UNITA few ideas to 
help you spark your students’ interest as you enter your study of 
the Vietnam War…

Get Your Groovy On If you’re the 
artsy type, decorate your room in flower power, peace signs and 
neon to get your kids ready for the “Age of Aquarius”!  If you’re 
really creative, throw on some love beads, a head band, and a 
pair of bell bottoms and greet them at the door with a peace 
sign… and a draft card (see below).

Rock the Sixties  Who can resist a Sixties 
playlist?  The Vietnam War’s soundtrack is long on great tunes.  
Choose a “song of the day” to play as your students enter your 
room.  Some iconic Vietnam-era songs –
 Martha and the Vandellas “Nowhere to Run” 
 Edwin Starr “War” 
 The Animals “We Gotta Get Outta This Place”  
 Country Joe McDonald “Feel Like I’m Fixing to Die Rag” 
 Creedence Clearwater Revival “Fortunate Son” 
 Peter, Paul & Mary “Leaving on a Jet Plane”
 
and more…
Play the Draft Game Use this 
activity to help students understand that the Americans who 
went to Vietnam were not much older than they are today.

Activate Prior Knowledge 
Use our quick writing exercise to spark discussion.

Welcome to Vietnam! 
FLASH PRESENTATIONS Our research-based role play is 
sure to get your students’ attention!



The Draft Game
Before class, print and cut the Draft Game cards.  Note that some of your students will receive deferment cards.  
Hand out the cards as students enter the classroom. Begin class by asking students who have received a draft deferment to raise their 
hands. Ask them to tell the class why they have been exempted from service.  

 Explain that during the Vietnam War, college students could have their mandatory service deferred, 
but only by maintaining a certain grade point average. Those who fell below that GPA standard, which 
varied by institution, could be immediately drafted. Many were drafted after graduating. Deferments 

and exemptions also were available 
to those deemed physically or 
mentally unfit by examinations 
that some purposefully faked, and 
to well-connected “fortunate sons” 
whose powerful acquaintances kept 
them out of Vietnam. This system 
created a situation that many saw as 
fundamentally unfair.
    Others chose to sign up (enlist). 
Some did so out of a feeling of 
patriotism, and others because 
military service was a family 
expectation, especially for the sons 
of World War II veterans. Many who 

enlisted expected to be drafted, and chose instead to take power over their own destinies to the extent 
possible. Still others chose service in order to learn a special skill, such as aviation or medicine. 
 Ask all the students who have been drafted to raise their hands.  Have them count off from one to 
ten.  Ask everyone who is a “ten” to stand.  Explain that, of those who were sent to Vietnam, one in 
ten would serve directly in combat. The rest would serve in support roles.  Combat soldiers, aviators, 
sailors, and Marines were most likely to be wounded or killed; however, given the fact that there was no 
clear front in the war, anyone in Vietnam could be killed or wounded.  
 Tell students that the Americans who served in the Vietnam War were the youngest fighting force 
the nation had yet sent to war. Many of them were just out of high school.  Ask them to imagine what it 
must be like to know that, upon graduation, they might be sent to war based on the luck of the draw.
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I N T R O D U C T O R Y  A C T I V I T Y



FURTHER READING  
Live from Washington, It’s Lottery Night 1969! By Wesley Abney 
Originally published on HistoryNet.com. 
Published Online: November 25, 2009 
http://www.historynet.com/live-from-dc-its-lottery-night-1969.htm

Vietnam War Draft Ku Bia July 25, 2013 
http://thevietnamwar.info/vietnam-war-draft/ 

PRIMARY SOURCE MATERIAL
Advanced students may want to 
review some of the archival materials
related to the draft at the 
TTU Vietnam Center and Archive.  
www.vietnam.ttu.edu

Imagine you have just been drafted to go to war. 
Write a letter to your parents or a friend sharing your feelings.

If you were drafted today, would you try to get out of serving? Why or why not?

Today we have an all-volunteer military.  
Do you think this is a good policy or not?  Why?

Think about your plans for the future.
How would those plans change if you were drafted to go to war?ID

EA
S 
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R 

W
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N

G
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GREET INGS :
You are hereby ordered for induction

Into the Armed Forces of the United States
And to report for forwarding to an
Armed Forces Induction Station.

GREET INGS :
You are hereby ordered for induction

Into the Armed Forces of the United States
And to report for forwarding to an 
Armed Forces Induction Station.

GREET INGS :
You have been exempted from induction

Into the Armed Forces of the United States
Due to a medical condition. Should this 
condition change, this deferment will be 

revoked.

GREET INGS :
You have been exempted from Induction

Into the Armed Forces of the United States
due to a personal favor allotted to 

you by a powerful person.

GREET INGS :
You are hereby ordered for induction

Into the Armed Forces of the United States
And to report for forwarding to an 
Armed Forces Induction Station.

GREET INGS :
You are hereby ordered for induction

Into the Armed Forces of the United States
And to report for forwarding to an 
Armed Forces Induction Station.

GREET INGS :
You have been granted

Conscientious Objector status.
You will be inducted into the 

Armed Forces in a non-combat role.

GREET INGS :
You have been exempted from induction

Into the Armed Forces of the United States
Due to College Deferment. Should you fail
to retain full-time passing student status,

this deferment will be revoked.

THE DRAFT GAME

18 H   Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument  H www.tcvvm.org



19  H Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument  H   www.tcvvm.org

INTRODUC TORY AC TIVITIES  These short activities help engage students and put them “in 
the boots” of Texans who served in the Vietnam War.  

STUDENTS WILL
l Apply critical-thinking skills and a variety of primary and secondary source material to explain and 
apply different methods that historians use to understand and interpret the past, including multiple 
points of view and historical context.

l Analyze and make inferences and draw conclusions.

l Write for a specific purpose, audience, and tone.

l Identify purposes for learning.

l Apply empathy as a social/emotional learning skill.

l Use and evaluate a variety of sources for research.

l Synthesize information into an original product.

l Explain the variety of experiences that Americans had during the Vietnam War.

l Understand the symbolism, significance, and process of building the Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans 
Monument.

I N T R O D U C T O R Y  A C T I V I T Y
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Activating Prior Knowledge:  
What do you already know about the Vietnam War?

STEP 1: Encourage the students to think about what they know about the Vietnam War by asking 
questions such as –
l What do you know about the Vietnam War?  
l How do you know what you know? 

STEP 2: Instruct students to complete a 3-5 minute quick write.

STEP 3: Ask students to share their answers aloud in a group brainstorming session.  Write answers 
and ideas on the board. At this time, it is appropriate for the teacher to add information to the con-
versation as well. The discussion might turn to films, students’ family histories, music, poetry, trips to 
memorial sites, etc.  

STEP 4: Have the students complete another 3-5 minute quick write that responds to these questions:   
l Why is it important for us to learn more about the Vietnam War?  
l What are you most interested in learning about the Vietnam War?

I N T R O D U C T O R Y  A C T I V I T Y
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Flash Presentations 
Welcome to Vietnam!  This activity will help students understand the variety of American 
experiences in the Vietnam War. Print, clip and hand out the role-play topics and the question sheet. 
Have students use the Monument Tour section of tcvvm.org and other Internet sources to prepare 
and share a three-minute  presentation.

You are a sailor in the Brown Water Navy.

You are a sailor in the Blue Water Navy.  

You are a combat chaplain.  

You are a dog handler.

You are a Dustoff medic.

You are Army Special Forces.

You are a Navy SEAL.

You are in PSYOPS.

You are a helicopter crew chief.

You are a supply clerk.

You are in graves registration.

You are missing in action.

You are a Gold Star mother.

You are a grunt.

You are a radio operator.

You are a Navy Corpsman.

You are a combat medic.

You are wounded.

You are a Huey helicopter pilot.

You are a sniper.

You are a fixed-wing pilot.

You are a Vietnam Prisoner of War.

You are an Army nurse.

You are a Donut Dolly.

You are a USO entertainer.

You are a journalist.

You are an artilleryman.

I N T R O D U C T O R Y  A C T I V I T Y



Flash Presentations 
Use tcvvm.org and other Internet resources to 
prepare a three-minute presentation for 
the class based on this guide.

I am ______________________________________________________________________________

My role in the Vietnam War is ______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

The hardest part of my job is _______________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

You might find me wearing ________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

Something I might be heard to say is __________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

If I had one wish (other than to go home), I would wish for  ___________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

I N T R O D U C T O R Y  A C T I V I T Y
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Learning From Documentary
Texas Welcomes Them Home – 
Making the Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument
This half-hour documentary will introduce your students to the Texas Capitol Vietnam 
Veterans Monument and give them an understanding of the symbolism, significance, and 
process of its construction. The documentary is also an excellent way to begin the unit, 
as students set off on their journey to understand the roles of Texans in the Vietnam War. 
The documentary can be accessed at this link: tcvvm.org/tour/documentary/

STUDENTS WILL
l Interpret media to identify and analyze the roles of the military and experiences of individual Texans 

during the Vietnam War.

l Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing 

and contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations, making predictions, drawing 

inferences, and drawing conclusions.

l Evaluate how messages presented in media reflect social and cultural views.

l Use comprehension skills to analyze how words, images, graphics, and sounds work together in various 

forms to impact meaning.

L E A R N I N G  A C T I V I T Y
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1. Why was the Vietnam War not “the kind of war monuments are built for?”

2. Describe the moment frozen in time of the ground combat patrol.  What is the role of each figure? What mood is created by 
the figures’ arrangement and features?

3. What does the panel with the dragons and state seal represent?  Why do you think the artist chose this symbolism?

4. According to one of the panels, what are two roles women played in the Vietnam War?

5. What are two other groups represented on the panels?  How did each support the ground troops?

6. Why did Duke Sundt, the sculptor of the monument, place the panels so low to the ground?  
What does he hope the effect will be?

TEXAS WELCOMES 
THEM HOME:
Making the Texas Capitol 
Vietnam Veterans Monument
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7. Clint Howard mentioned that having a monument committee composed of veterans created “a huge range of emotions.”  
What might those emotions have been? Why?

8. How did the artists ensure the monument’s authenticity?

9. Explain the purpose of including dog tags in the monument. 
 Why was this part of the project especially important to the committee members?

10. Why were students from Edgewood Memorial High School (of San Antonio) part of the unveiling of the monument? 
 What sacrifice are they there to commemorate?

11. Several times, the phrase “Welcome Home” is repeated.  Why is that phrase so appropriate for the veterans and their 
families?  How did the audience convey and respond to that message?

12. What does the documentary suggest about the importance of war monuments to future generations?
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Geography of 
the Vietnam War
This activity helps students place the war in geographical context, and the map they create can also be 
annotated and included in their veteran profiles. Students may complete this individually or in groups, 
or you can provide students with a pre-completed map and go over it as a class.

STUDENTS WILL
l Demonstrate an understanding of geographic influences on historical issues and events.
l Analyze and interpret maps.
l Use geographic tools and Internet sources to collect, analyze, and interpret data.

CLASS DISCUSSION: 
Look at satellite images or a topographic map of Vietnam.  Imagine that you are a military planner 
working in the Pentagon.  How do you predict the geography of the region will impact the military 
operation?  What kinds of equipment and troops (matériel) will be needed?  Why?

L E A R N I N G  A C T I V I T Y
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Geography of 
the Vietnam War
Using Internet sources, 
identify the following on the map: 

VIETNAM (North and South)
Hanoi

Mekong River and Delta
LAOS

Gulf of Tonkin
CAMBODIA

Ho Chi Minh Trail
THAILAND

Central Highlands
Saigon

Hue
CHINA

Khe Sanh
Rainforest

Ia Drang Valley
17th parallel (“DMZ”)

South China Sea
My Lai

Use ALL CAPS for countries, 
capital and lower case letters 
for everything else
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MatEriel of the Vietnam War
This activity helps students understand the connection between geography and military strategy. It will 
also provide them with background knowledge as they talk with veterans. This activity can be indepen-
dently completed or worked together to guide class discussion. 

STUDENTS WILL
l Explain how geography affects military strategy and planning.

l Use a variety of both primary and secondary valid sources to acquire information and to analyze and answer 
historical questions.

l Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing 
and contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations, making predictions, drawing 
inferences, and drawing conclusions.

l Employ the process of historical inquiry to research, interpret, and use multiple types of sources of evidence.

l Use appropriate skills to analyze and interpret social studies information such as maps, graphs, presenta-
tions, speeches, lectures, and political cartoons.

L E A R N I N G  A C T I V I T Y



Materiel in THE
Vietnam WAR

MATERIEL (from the French matériel for equipment 
or hardware) is a term used to describe the equipment 
and supplies the military will need to accomplish a mission.

What materiel do you predict American forces will need based on these geographic features 
in the Vietnam War zone?

GEOGRAPHIC AL ELEMENT  --CREATES NEED FOR--  TROOPS/EQUIPMENT

LARGE COASTLINE     Opportunity for enemy  Boats for naval patrols
      invasion/supplies

RIVER, DELTA AND NUMEROUS  ____________________ Airplanes to monitor coast
INLAND WATERWAYS 

REMOTE BAT TLES    ____________________ ____________________
  

LACK OF ROADS    ____________________ ____________________

TROPICAL CLIMATE   ____________________ ____________________

ISOLATED VILLAGES   ____________________ ____________________

MONSOONS     ____________________ ____________________
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Vietnam War Timeline
This activity helps students understand major events of the Vietnam War. This timeline will also cre-
ate a reference tool that will be helpful to them as they participate in other learning activities. You may 
choose to have students complete all or only the starred activities.

STUDENTS WILL
l Identify and place in chronological order key points in the Vietnam War.

l Analyze the major issues and events of the Vietnam War such as the Tet Offensive, the escalation of forces, 
Vietnamization, and the fall of Saigon.

l Use a variety of both primary and secondary valid sources to acquire information and to analyze and answer 
historical questions.

l Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing 
and contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations, making predictions, drawing 
inferences, and drawing conclusions.

l Understand how to glean and use information in procedural texts and documents.

l Translate (from text to graphic or from graphic to text) complex factual information presented in maps, 
charts, timelines, etc.

L E A R N I N G  A C T I V I T Y
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Vietnam War 
Timeline
1. Using Internet sources, construct or locate 
a timeline of the following major events 
and issues related to the Vietnam War:

l Tet Offensive     
l Gulf of Tonkin Resolution
l Fall of Saigon     
l Vietnamization
l My Lai Massacre    
l Publication of Pentagon Papers      
l Deployment of first American advisors  
l Buddhist protests against Diem
l Operation Ranch Hand
l Assassination of Diem  
l Return of American POWs 

2. Divide the class into small groups, and have them identify the 4-5 MOST IMPORTANT turning points or cli-
mactic moments in the timeline.

3. With the benefit of hindsight, which of these events presented an opportunity for the course of the war to 
have taken a different outcome?  

4. What caused that missed opportunity and what could the United States have done differently?  

VIDEO OPTION FOR VIETNAM IN THE CONTEXT OF THE COLD WAR: 
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/history/euro-hist/cold-war/v/vietnam-war

l Operation Rolling Thunder    
l Protests at Democratic National Convention
l Lam Son 719
l Nixon begins secret bombing of Cambodia
l Kent State Incident
l Cease-Fire signed in Paris
l Last American ground troops leave Vietnam
l Battle of Khe Sanh
l Battle of the Ia Drang
l Arrival of U.S. Marine Corps
l Mayaguez incident

L E A R N I N G  A C T I V I T Y
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Texans in the Vietnam War
 One of the first two Americans killed in Vietnam was a Texan 
– U.S. Army Master Sergeant Chester Ovnand of Copperas Cove.  
Master Sergeant Ovnand was serving as a military advisor to South 
Vietnamese forces, and was gathered with others in a dining hall 
20 miles from Saigon, watching a movie on the evening of July 8, 
1959.  When Ovnand stood up to change the movie reel during 
intermission, he, American Army Major Dale Buis, and several 
South Vietnamese were shot by Viet Cong who had surrounded the 
building.
 The last Texan to die in Vietnam was U.S. Marine Corps PFC 
Antonio Ramos Sandoval of San Antonio.  He was killed during the 
1975 Mayaguez Incident while on a rescue mission to save the crew 
of a merchant ship taken over by Cambodian forces. PFC Sandoval 
was 19 years old when he was killed.
 Master Sergeant Ovnand’s name is the second of more than 
58,000 engraved on the National Vietnam War Memorial Wall 
in Washington, D.C. The names of PFC Sandoval and his fellow 
Marines are etched at the end.

U.S. Army 
Master Sergeant 
Chester Ovnand

U.S. Marine Corps
Private First Class 

Antonio Ramos Sandoval

R E A D I N G S
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Texans in the Vietnam War
These activities will give students an overview of the roles of Texas and 
Texans in the Vietnam War and provide non-fiction reading practice.

STUDENTS WILL
l  Explain the roles of Texans in the Vietnam War.

l Discuss the importance of Congressional Medal of Honor recipients, 
including individuals of all races and genders such as Roy Benavidez.

l  Use a variety of both primary and secondary valid sources to acquire information 
and to analyze and answer historical questions.

l Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, 
comparing and contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations, 
making predictions, drawing inferences, and drawing conclusions.

l Use the process of historical inquiry to research, interpret, 
and use multiple types of sources of evidence.

l Identify and support with historical evidence a point of view on a social studies issue or event.

l Analyze how the style, tone, and diction of a text advance the author’s purpose and 
perspective or stance.

l Summarize a text in a manner that captures the author’s viewpoint, its main ideas, 
and its elements without taking a position or offering an opinion.

l Make and defend subtle inferences and complex conclusions about the ideas in text 
and their organizational patterns.

R E A D I N G S
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Texans in the Vietnam War
INSTRUC TIONS:  READ THE ESSAY  AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS.

	 Everything	is	bigger	in	Texas,	and	that	includes	the	Lone	Star	
State’s	contributions	to	the	Vietnam	War.
 A Texan served as its Commander-in-Chief. Texas military bases trained the war’s nurses, medics, 
pilots, and soldiers. A Texas company designed and built the war’s iconic life-saving helicopter.  Most 
important, thousands of young men and women left the farms and ranches and cities and small towns 
of Texas to serve in that war half a world away.  More than 3,400 never came home.
 Since the first homesteaders took up arms to fight for independence in the Texas Revolution, the 
Lone Star State has had a strong tradition of military service, sending its young to fight in places like 
Gettysburg, the Somme, Normandy, the Chosin Reservoir, and, during the 1960s, to places like Ia 
Drang and Khe Sanh.  Many were drafted and many volunteered to wear the uniforms of the United 
States Army, Marines, Air Force, Navy, and Coast Guard in the Vietnam War, where they served in all 
capacities as infantry soldiers and marines, helicopter and airplane pilots and crew members, sailors, 
medical professionals and in other combat and support personnel positions.  Though only one in ten 
Americans deployed in Vietnam served in direct combat, the lack of a clear front and the nature of 
guerilla warfare combined to put all who served in harm’s way. Texans and Texas families paid a heavy 
cost: 3,417 Texans died or went missing in Vietnam.
 Though there is no accurate statistic of the exact number of native Texans who served, today an 
estimated 500,000 Texas residents claim the proud title of Vietnam veteran. Many of them passed 
through the Lone Star State on their way to the war through the state’s major military bases.
 At Fort Wolters in North Texas, nearly every helicopter pilot of “The Helicopter War” gained stick 

time flying a combined 5.6 million training hours.  At the 
height of the war, the air around Fort Wolters often carried 
more than 500 helicopters at any given time as young pilots 
learned the tactics and maneuvers that would save lives—
including their own—in the deltas and jungles of Vietnam.  
With an average 2,000 take-offs and landings daily during 
the Vietnam War years, the airport at Fort Wolters, Texas, 
was one of the busiest in the world.
 It was a logical location for a helicopter training ground, 
located in close proximity to Bell Helicopter, where the 
iconic Huey helicopter was manufactured.  Originally 

designed in response to an Army request for an ambulance aircraft, Bell’s UH-1 “Huey” proved to 
be a highly versatile and effective machine for a variety of tasks, including troop insertions, resupply 
missions, and medical evacuation. During the Vietnam War, Bell manufactured and sent more than 
7,000 Hueys to the war for use by all military branches. This Texas-made helicopter became the 
infantry’s lifeline, earning its place as the icon of the Vietnam War.

R E A D I N G S
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 The role of the Huey in evacuating the wounded quickly from the point of injury to a nearby 
surgical hospital revolutionized Army battlefield medicine, saving some 900,000 lives.  This and other 
advances in Army medicine originated in the training centers at Fort Sam Houston, home of Army 
Medicine.  Hundreds of infantry medics, nurses, physicians, and medevac crew members rotated 
through the San Antonio base before their deployments to Vietnam, where their techniques not 
only saved the lives of combat wounded, but came home to revolutionize trauma care treatment for 
American citizens.
 Many soldiers also trained at Texas Army bases at Fort Hood and Fort Bliss.  Fort Hood is now 
the home of the famed First Cavalry Division, whose proud historical legacy continued as it traded 
its horses for helicopters in Southeast Asia, and the 4th Infantry Division, which served four years 
in country.  Texas is also home to a number of Air Force and Navy bases, where pilots and support 
personnel trained and prepared for service in Vietnam.  Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio was 
the reception area for eleven flights of returning Vietnam Prisoners of War in 1973.
 Texas civilians also served and sacrificed in the war. Families sent their loved ones to Vietnam, and 
more than three thousand paid the ultimate price.  Texas companies sent civilian employees to serve 
in contracted support roles to the fighting force, and many young Texas women served as front-line 
morale boosters in the American Red Cross overseas recreation program as “Donut Dollies.”
 The most well-known civilian was Texan Lyndon Baines Johnson, the 36th President of the United 
States, who served as Commander-in-Chief during the Vietnam War.  Just a few miles from the Capitol 
where the Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument stands, the LBJ Library chronicles the turbulent 
presidency of a man promoting domestic improvements in civil rights and universal education while 
plagued by the growing cost of U.S. blood and treasure as the Vietnam War escalated.  A believer in the 
Domino Theory of Communism, LBJ continuously expanded American action in Vietnam, “trying to 
win it just as fast as I can in every way that I know how,” but after the Tet Offensive of 1968, he found 
himself in an increasingly agonizing position as the nation turned against both the president and the 
war. Despite the controversy, President Johnson, a veteran himself, never forgot the price paid by the 
individuals called to service.  Prior to her death in 2007, his widow Lady Bird Johnson signed on as 
Honorary Chair of the effort to build the Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument.
 Fifteen men who enlisted out of Texas earned the nation’s highest honor for heroism on the 
battlefield in Vietnam: the Medal of Honor.  Nine of these awards were posthumously presented for 
actions in which the men were killed, like Marine Sergeant Alfredo Gonzalez of Edinburg, who gave 
his life for his fellow Marines. Army medic Clarence Sasser was awarded the highest commendation in 
1966, soon after his heroic lifesaving action.  Green Beret Roy Benavidez received the Medal of Honor 
nearly twenty years after his heroic actions, and Santiago Erevia and Jose Rodela received their Medals 
of Honor four decades after Vietnam.
 American Vietnam War troops fought, and sometimes died, just as skillfully and often as heroically 
as had their forefathers in other wars.  But as the war dragged on, the nation turned against their war, 
and tragically, against them as well.  Despite the cold shoulder turned to them upon their return, 
Vietnam veterans determined that their dead would not be forgotten, that the United States would 
continue to search for its missing, and that never again would a generation of warriors return home to 
no welcome. An important part of the legacy of Vietnam War veterans is a nation that now honors its 
returning soldiers with open and grateful hearts.
SOURCE: Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument
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“Texans in the 
Vietnam War”
1.  The opening statement reads, “Everything is bigger in Texas, 
and that includes the Lone Star State’s contributions to the Vietnam War.”  
In a paragraph response, discuss three examples from the reading that support that idea.  
Include specific details and/or quotations from the reading to support your answer. 

2.  What technology manufactured in Texas during the Vietnam War helped save many lives?  Why do you think this technol-
ogy made such a difference in battlefield medicine?

3.  How did civilians involve themselves in the war?

4.  What evidence does the passage present for the Vietnam War often being referred to as “The Helicopter War”?

5.  Read the sentence and answer the question. “The soldiers, marines, airmen, and sailors of the Vietnam War fought, and 
sometimes died, just as skillfully and often as heroically as had their forefathers in other wars.”  What evidence does the writer 
provide to support this statement?

Q U E S T I O N S
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1. Examine the first and last paragraphs. 
What is the tone of the passage toward Vietnam veterans 
and civilians who aided in the war effort? 
Support your ideas with evidence from the text.

2. Explain the link between the Huey and advancements in trauma care both during the war and after.

3. Of all the challenges faced by President Johnson, which was the most difficult? Support your ideas with information from 
the text and any prior knowledge you have on the topic. You may find support for your answer using Internet sources.

A D V A N C E D  Q U E S T I O N S

38 H   Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument  H www.tcvvm.org



Agent Orange
 During the Vietnam War, the U.S. sprayed chemical herbicides to eliminate vegetation in which the 
enemy could hide and to destroy enemy food supplies.  “Operation Ranch Hand” was the name given 
to this massive defoliation project using color-coded chemicals.  “Agent Orange,” so named for the 
orange barrels in which it was stored, was the most commonly used, and it contained chemicals such as 
Dioxin and PCBs that have since been found to be highly toxic to animals – including humans – as well 
as plants.  
 Not realizing the deleterious effects of the herbicide, military personnel who handled, sprayed, 
or were in contact with Agent Orange took few precautions. Sometimes infantry troops were 
inadvertently directly sprayed and they were often in contact with recently treated plants. Combat 
nurses who removed the uniforms of wounded soldiers were exposed to chemical remnants. Empty 
barrels were often repurposed by troops to fill with water for bathing, or to use as makeshift grills.
 Veterans of the Vietnam War from both sides and Vietnamese civilians have suffered long-reaching 
effects of the use of this chemical.  Some veterans and Vietnamese people became seriously ill or 
disabled as a result of Agent Orange exposure soon after the war, and many others have developed 
diseases in the decades since.  A significant number of children born to the war’s veterans and to 
Vietnamese citizens have birth defects traced to Agent Orange, and it is believed that the chemical 
actually alters human DNA, resulting in similar risks for grandchildren and descendants beyond.
 Some examples of conditions associated with Agent Orange exposure include soft-tissue sarcoma, 
non-Hodgkins lymphoma, Hodgkin’s disease, chronic lymphocytic leukemia, respiratory cancer, 
peripheral neuropathy, Type II diabetes, and Parkinson’s Disease.  Examples of congenital birth defects 
associated with exposure include spina bifida, cleft lip or cleft palate, clubfoot, neural tube defects, 
hydrocephalus, and heart disease. 
 Much controversy has surrounded the Agent Orange issue, controversy that began during the 
war when protests were held at Dow Chemical facilities and has continued to this day as advocates 
lobby for medical care and other benefits for exposure victims.  No one knows exactly how many lives 
“Operation Ranch Hand” took.  The veterans who have died from Agent Orange exposure are not 
included in official casualty counts of those who died in Vietnam, and their names are not listed on the 
National Vietnam War Memorial (“The Wall”).  

LEARN MORE ABOUT AGENT ORANGE AND WHAT IS BEING DONE
http://www.aspeninstitute.org/policy-work/agent-orange/overview
http://www.vva.org/Committees/AgentOrange/index.html

R E A D I N G S
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Agent Orange 
1.  What word best describes the tone of this passage?
 A.  angry
 B.  objective
 C.  sad
 D.  informative

2.  Which phrase provides a context clue for the word “defoliation”?
 A.  color-coded
 B.  highly toxic
 C.  eliminate vegetation
 D.  long-reaching effects

3.  Choose the sentence that provides evidence for this assertion: “it is believed that the chemical 
actually alters human DNA.”
 A.  A significant number of children born to the war’s veterans and Vietnamese citizens have  birth defects  
       traced to Agent Orange.
 B.  Much controversy has surrounded the Agent Orange issue.
 C.  During the Vietnam War, the U.S. sprayed chemical herbicides to eliminate vegetation in  which the enemy  
       could hide and to destroy food supplies.
 D.  Veterans of the Vietnam War from both sides, as well as Vietnamese civilians have suffered  long-reaching  
       effects of  the use of this chemical.

4.  What can the reader infer from reading this text?
 A.  Chemical warfare is banned by international agreements.
 B.  The Vietnam War continues to cost human lives and suffering.
 C.   Many veterans have worked to try to help the Vietnamese people.
 D.  The use of Agent Orange in Vietnam saved many lives.

5.  What is the best synonym for the word “deleterious” as used in this text?
 A.  herbicide
 B.  controversy
 C.  descendant
 D.  toxic

Q U E S T I O N S
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Formative Assessment
READ THE T WO PASSAGES, 
THEN ANSWER THE QUESTIONS
ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE.

We are there because we have a promise to keep. Since 
1954 every American President has offered support to the 
people of South Vietnam. We have helped to build, and 
we have helped to defend. Thus, over many years, we have 
made a national pledge to help South Vietnam defend 
its independence. And I intend to keep that promise. To 
dishonor that pledge, to abandon this small and brave 
nation to its enemies, and to the terror that must follow, 
would be an unforgivable wrong. 
– Lyndon B. Johnson, 1965

In our opinion and from our experience, there is nothing 
in South Vietnam which could happen that realistically 
threatens the United States of America. And to attempt to 
justify the loss of one American life in Vietnam, Cambodia 
or Laos by linking such loss to the preservation of freedom, 
which those misfits supposedly abuse, is to us the height of 
criminal hypocrisy, and it is that kind of hypocrisy which 
we feel has torn this country apart. 
– John Kerry, 1971

L E A R N I N G  A C T I V I T Y
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1.  What phrase best describes the excerpts above?
 A. secondary sources
 B. factual accounts
 C. differing points of view
 D. newspaper reports

2.  The events above relate to the 
 A. Korean War
 B. World War II
 C. Vietnam War
 D. Army-McCarthy Hearings

3.  What phrase best describes the different messages in the 2 passages?
 A. The president relinquished control of the Armed Forces.
 B. As the war progressed, attitudes about its effectiveness changed.
 C. Americans were divided about the war in 1965.
 D. The United States Congress impeached the president due to Vietnam.

4.  What phrase best describes the similarities in the 2 passages?
 A. Both speakers want to stop the spread of Communism.
 B. Both speakers use statistics to make an argument.
 C. Both speakers are supportive of the Vietnam War.
 D. Both speakers use emotional appeals to make their arguments.

5.  Use the graphic above to answer the following questions:
What is dipicted in this graphic?
 A. Domino Theory of Communism
 B. Huey Helicopters
 C. Operation Rolling Thunder
 D. Tet Offensive
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STories & MEMORIES
of Vietnam Veterans  
These reading activities give students an opportunity to read Vietnam veterans’ personal accounts, 
and in the case of Tim O’Brien’s writing, a fictional piece about the Vietnam War.
 
STUDENTS WILL
l Identify and explain the reactions that Vietnam veterans received upon returning home after their service.

l Describe the responses to the Vietnam War such as the draft, the 26th Amendment, the role of the media, the 
credibility gap, the silent majority, and the anti-war movement.

l Understand how historians interpret the past (historiography) and how their interpretations of history may change 
over time.

l Identify and support with historical evidence a point of view on a social studies issue or event.

l Analyze the way in which the theme or meaning of a selection represents a view or comment on the human 
condition.

l Evaluate how different literary elements shape the author’s portrayal of plot and setting in works of fiction.

l Analyze the meaning of allusions in literary works.

l Explain the struggle that many veterans faced during the Vietnam war when confronted with the option of 
dodging the military draft.

l Use a variety of both primary and secondary valid sources to acquire information and to analyze and answer 
historical questions.

l Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing and 
contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations, making predictions, drawing inferences, 
and drawing conclusions.

l Evaluate the validity of a source based on language, corroboration with other sources, and information about the 
author, including points of view, frames of reference, and historical context.

l Identify bias in written, oral, and visual material.

R E A D I N G S
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“On the Rainy River” 
by Tim O’Brien
Read the story “On the Rainy River” excerpted from 
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien at this link: 
http://www.lessonpaths.com/learn/i/collaboration-and-transformation/on-the-rainy-river-full-text

Read the story, then answer the questions below.

Using Internet or other sources, identify these people/places/things from “On the Rainy River.” 

 USS Maddox

 Gulf of Tonkin

 Ho Chi Minh

In “On the Rainy River,” as Tim O’Brien is debating his decision to run to Canada or to go to war, he “sees” many 
different people on the banks of the Rainy River.  Why did he “see” each of the following; in other words, what 
was their significance in his vision?  Be as specific as you can (e.g., why did he see Abraham Lincoln and not 
another president like Harry Truman?).

 Townsfolk, Chamber of Commerce, old teachers

 Abraham Lincoln

 Saint George

 A blind poet scribbling notes

O’Brien ends this chapter with the words, “I was a coward.  I went to war.”  Explain the paradox in these two 
sentences (paradox = something which seems like it could not be true, but actually is).

Geneva Accord

SEATO

Cold War

Abbie Hoffman

Jane Fonda

Gary Cooper

Plato’s Republic

Eugene McCarthy

Hanoi

William Westmoreland

Q U E S T I O N S
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STories & MEMORIES of Vietnam Veterans
“A true war story is never moral. It does not instruct, nor encourage virtue, nor suggest models of proper human behav-
ior, nor restrain men from doing the things men have always done. If a story seems moral, do not believe it. If at the end 
of a war story you feel uplifted, or if you feel that some small bit of rectitude has been salvaged from the larger waste, 
then you have been made the victim of a very old and terrible lie. There is no rectitude whatsoever. There is no virtue. As 
a first rule of thumb, therefore, you can tell a true war story by its absolute and uncompromising allegiance to obscenity 
and evil.” – Tim O’Brien, The Things They Carried

“Another and far more transcendent love came to us unbidden on the battlefields, as it does on every battlefield in every 
war man has ever fought.  We discovered in that depressing, hellish place, where death was our constant companion, 
that we loved each other.  We killed for each other, we died for each other, and we wept for each other.  And in time we 
came to love each other as brothers.  In battle, our world shrank to the man on our left and the man on our right and the 
enemy all around. We held each other’s lives in our hands and we learned to share our fears, our hopes, our dreams as 
readily as we shared what little else good came our way.”

– General Harold Moore and Joseph Galloway, We Were Soldiers Once…And Young

“Vietnam was an unforgiving meat grinder, a 12-month lesson in survival where failure was often swift and permanent.  
The days were much too long, and the nights, because they belonged to ‘Charlie’ seemed 
to last for days. It was too hot and too cold, too wet and too dry, sometimes all within the 
same 24 hours.  We humped through sand and mud and rivers and streams and rice fields 
and jungles.  The serene natural beauty of the lush tropical countryside belied its extreme 
challenges.  Mountains so steep that we pulled ourselves up tree by tree.  Double and triple 
canopy jungles so overgrown that we cut our way through with machetes.  Ten foot tall, 
razor-sharp elephant grass so thick that it trapped the 120-degree heat.  Dark bamboo 
forests too dense even for light to penetrate.  And then there was the monsoon.
 “Exhaustion. Thirst. Stroke. Hunger. Blisters. Jungle Rot. Infections. Diarrhea.  Malaria.  
That was life in the bush.  Discomfort was a daily fare with nature rarely in support of the 
troops.  Flies.  Mosquitoes.  Spiders.  Ants.  Centipedes.  Leeches.  Snakes.  Apes.  Tigers.  
And too often unable to distinguish friend from foe, Charlie was everywhere, and no-
where.  Living in the bush was living on the edge, where each day presented a new learning 
experience, that is, if you were fortunate enough to have survived the last one.  Trip wires.  
Bouncing Betties.  Daisy chains.  Punji pits.  Snipers.  Incoming.  Sappers.  Ambushes.  
Firefights.  But there was also that not-so-friendly “friendly fire.”  Co-ordinate errors.  Mis-
fires.  Hangfires.  Cookoffs.  Long rounds.  Short rounds.  Duds.  Agent Orange.  Mistaken 
identity.  Fear.  Panic.  Anger.  Frustration.  All too often, we were our own worst enemy.”  
– Don Dorsey, “Coming Home – One Marine’s Story”

Don Dorsey serving as a 
U.S. Marine Corps scout 
sniper in Vietnam.

R E A D I N G S
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 “From the open barbed-wire gate appeared six or seven Special Forces soldiers. They were 
in jungle fatigues and green berets and armed with rifles.  Four of them carried and struggled 
with a large wooden box, in the unmistakable shape of a coffin, made from the lumber of 
ammunition boxes. These SF guys really take care of their own, I thought.  They could have 
settled for the usual rubber body bags.  The pallbearers’ rifles were slung on their backs…Al-
though the load was heavy, all were hurrying as best they could, knowing they were at risk on 
the ground…I was spellbound. A director for a movie could not have staged a more poignant 
scene. They were magnificent.  
 “They slid the coffin aboard (my helicopter) at right angles to the ship, and ran back to 
bring another coffin. These two fallen comrades would have represented one-sixth of their 
“A-Team” of twelve who lived at the camp. I don’t know how they died.  I wondered how many 
grieving wives, girlfriends, and children were represented by our cargo.

 “As flights went in Vietnam, this was nothing extraordinary, except it was my first.  Most Americans began the long 
journey home with a helicopter flight. There would be many more such flights and I flew my share of them. The names 
of the first two I carried are on The Wall at Panel 02 East.”                         – Chuck Oualline, helicopter pilot, “First Mission” 

 “War is a profession. It’s not a game. It seems to be a profession that Americans take to reluctantly enough--and God 
bless them for that--under ordinary circumstances, but with the appropriate brutality when the time comes--and God 
bless them for that, too. But it is no game, and brutality is not enough. And the infantryman, unlike our correspondent, 
does not drift in and out of it as the odd “story” pops up. He lives in mud and sh*#, constantly sick, always exhausted, 
hungry, sleepless, and he grows more and more distant from those who were his family and friends and classmates as 
he gets more and more competent at this new trade. Nor does he have the privilege simply to suffer and die like, say, the 
infinitely more fortunate who are merely starving to death. The infantryman is expected to fight: not simply die but fight 
first, then die. He becomes cynical, professional, mechanical and intuitive at once: mechanical at the business of wield-
ing his weapons and delivering his fire; intuitive at where and when to ply this craft. It is a world of absolutes and final 
decisions and monotony and reluctance.”  – From “Half of Three is Two” by Alan Farrell, Vietnam Journals and Newsletter,  Vol. 4

 “A true patriot and fellow Prisoner Of War named Mike 
Christian used a strip of bamboo as a needle and stitched an 
American flag from bits of twine and colored paper that he col-
lected in his prison cell.  He sewed that flag on the inside of his 
prison shirt so it would be close to his heart and hidden from 
the enemy. 
 “One morning, a guard caught a glimpse of the flag and 
Mike was dragged from his cell – beaten and tortured.
 “Finally, they brought him back to his cell and dumped 
him there – bloody and unconscious. He was beaten badly and 
his eyes were swollen nearly shut. But two days later – late in 
the night – he was huddled in the corner pulling more twine 
through his shirt with that bamboo needle. Piece by piece, stitch 

by stitch, he was turning the inside of his black pajama shirt into a flag of red, white and blue. 
 “Mike sewed that flag to remind him of home and the freedom that it stands for. It was a symbol of great comfort to 
all of us, giving many of us hope that we would soon go home. Each day, we would recite the pledge of allegiance and 
salute it. 
 “That is courage and perseverance… that is service and sacrifice… and that is what makes America exceptional.
You see, it isn’t until you’re stripped from the comforts and abundance of America, the warmth and security of family 
and friends, and the luxury of freedom that you finally realize that we live in the land of the free BECAUSE of the brave.”          
– Congressman Sam Johnson, 7-year Prisoner of War, 
from Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument Dedication Remarks, March 29, 2014 

U.S. Air Force pilot Sam Johnson at his homecoming in 
Plano, after enduring nearly seven years as a Prisoner of 
War in Hanoi, including 42 months in solitary confinement.

Chuck Oualline in his 
helicopter in Vietnam.
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STories & MEMORIES of 
Vietnam Veterans

1. What common threads do you find in these personal accounts? 
 What differences?  Include textual evidence to back up your analysis.

2. What are some conclusions you can draw about attitudes of the writers toward the Vietnam War from their various ac-
counts?  How do think personal accounts have influenced the national perspective toward the Vietnam War?

3. How do the accounts by Tim O’Brien and Sam Johnson differ in theme?

4. What is meant by “transcendent love” as described by Moore and Galloway?

5. Don Dorsey and Alan Farrell both utilize a short, snappy syntax.  
Why do you think they choose this style? What does it evoke for the reader?

Q U E S T I O N S

47 H   Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument  H www.tcvvm.org



6. How does helicopter pilot Chuck Oualline use vivid images to bring his “first mission” to life for the reader? 
Why do you think he wants people to know this story?

7. Which veteran’s account did you find the most intriguing?  Why?

8. Put yourself in the Vietnam War. How do you think you would be serving? Write a 1-2 page letter home describing your 
experience.
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Veteran Stories: Coming Home 
JOE “DOC” BOATMAN
 I joined the Navy in January of 1966 and served as a Hospital Corpsman.  My MOS (Military Occupation Specialty) 
was 8404 Field Medical Service Technician.  This MOS is typically associated with the Fleet Marine Force which means 
that I was a sailor attached to the Marine Corps.  I served with India Company, 3rd Battalion, Seventh Marines, 1st 
Marine Division as a combat corpsman. I spent about a year with the Marines and was transferred back to the Navy and 
served aboard the USS Eldorado (AGC-11), a ship that handled the ship to shore communication for firing missions 
called in by ground units to naval artillery units at sea.  I was overseas for approximately one and a half years from Octo-
ber 1966 to April 1968.  
 When I returned from Vietnam the first time, I got an apartment in Chula Vista, California with five other sailors 
from my ship.  Due to duty schedules usually there were only three of us at the apartment at any one time, so it worked 
out that a three bedroom apartment was large enough to accommodate 6 of us.  Needless to say, there were parties every 
weekend…being 20 years old and having an active party to attend every week was quite a life style.  It was after all the 
Sixties, and California!   On one particular weekend we threw a party which was heavily attended by many girls from 
the San Diego area.  One girl in particular stood out…a short, pixie type, with long blonde hair, nicely built, and a voice 
just high enough in pitch to stand out from all the other girls at the party.  In short, just the kind of girl that appealed to 
me at the time.  I decided that I had to meet this girl, so I walked over and joined her and a couple of other girls.  The 
conversation was rather brief and went something like this:
 “Hi, my name is Joe. My friends call me Doc.”
 “Oh, hi, my name is Crystal and you really have a funny accent.  Where are you from?”  Crystal moved closer to me 
to better hear what I was saying.
 “Oklahoma,” I said.  “Are you in school here?”
 “Yeah, San Diego State.” “You in school?”

 “No,” I said, “I’m a Corpsman in the Navy.  That’s why they call me Doc.”
 “Oh,” she said backing away a step or so. “Have you been to Vietnam?”
 “Yeah, I just got back about two weeks ago.”
Then she hit me nonchalantly with this broadside that took me years to get 
over:  
 “Gee, it’s too bad you didn’t DIE there!!”
 She then just flipped her hair with her hand and walked away, leaving me 
speechless.  It took a few seconds for it to sink in what she said-I just couldn’t 
comprehend that someone would say that to a serviceman.  I pondered how 
someone that cute and that friendly at first, could turn out that kind of venom.  
It caused a lot of scarring to my soul and I didn’t get over it for many years 
thereafter.  But one thing I learned being a Corpsman-scar tissue is the stron-
gest kind.  She hurt me beyond belief, but I never let someone like that hurt me 
again.  Do I forgive her?  No, and I never will.  People who dishonor Veterans 
do not deserve to be forgiven.  Words are powerful weapons, be sure you know 
how to use them.  You can hate war, but don’t hate the warrior.

R E A D I N G S

49  H Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument  H   www.tcvvm.org



DEAN PHILLIPS, FIRST LIEUTENANT IN THE ARMY
 When I returned from my combat tour in Vietnam in 1967, I heard about some 
guys getting bad treatment for having served there. Not me. 
 My parents lived north of Chicago and I was dating a girl who lived south of 
Chicago. I was on my way to pick her up for a date, and was speeding, I mean really 
speeding, down Chicago’s Outer Drive along Lake Michigan. I saw the dreaded 
police flashers in my rear-view, so I pulled over.  The Chicago policeman came to my 
door and asked for my ID. I gave him both my driver’s license and my military ID, 
and he asked where I was stationed. I told him I had just returned from Vietnam and 
was on leave on my way to Oklahoma. He asked what I did in Vietnam, so I told him I was in the Artillery. He smiled 
and handed my license and ID back and said, “Well slow down, soldier. Enjoy your leave!” Whew! 

Joe Boatman and Dean Phillips received very 
different reactions from the public after they returned 
from Vietnam. Answer the following questions after 
reading about their experiences.

1. Why didn’t the police officer give Dean Phillips a ticket?

2. How did Crystal hurt Joe Boatman?

3. Why has Joe never forgiven Crystal?

4. Why do you think the two men had such contrasting encounters when they returned?

R E A D I N G S

Q U E S T I O N S
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Using Video to Learn About 
Texans in Vietnam
 These activities use Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument short videos to explain the roles of military 
personnel and tell the personal stories of Texas veterans who participated in those roles.  They can be com-
pleted by individual students, in small groups, or as a class.  You may choose one, a few, or all of the activities, 
depending on the time available to you.  The viewing guide questions for students can be completed in writing 
as they watch the video or as follow up questions after viewing for discussion or to check for understanding.
 We have developed viewing guides for only a few of the many stories told at tour.tcvvm.org.  We encourage 
you and your students to explore others and learn about the war dogs of Vietnam and the women who served 
in the Red Cross, the Prisoner of War experience of Jim Lamar (“Air Power”), what it was like to be injured 
(“The Wounded”), or to save lives (“The Doc,” “Dustoff ”) or other stories.  As time and your student learning 
needs allow, you might choose one of the engaging student-centered creative projects as a response.

STUDENTS WILL
l Interpret media to identify and analyze the roles of the military and experiences of individual Texans during the 
Vietnam War.

l Analyze the major issues and events of the Vietnam War such as the Tet Offensive, the escalation of forces, Vietnam-
ization, and the fall of Saigon.

l Use a variety of both primary and secondary valid sources to acquire information and to analyze and answer histori-
cal questions.

l Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing and con-
trasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations, making predictions, drawing inferences, and 
drawing conclusions.

l Evaluate how messages presented in media reflect social and cultural views.

l Use comprehension skills to analyze how words, images, graphics, and sounds work together in various forms to 
impact meaning.

L E A R N I N G  F R O M  V I D E O
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The Texas Capitol 
Vietnam Veterans 
Monument
These questions can be used to accompany the Monument Overview video, which is located on the 
tcvvm.org website.  http://tcvvm.org/tour/design-overview/

1. In what decade did the U.S. begin sending soldiers to Vietnam?

2. In what decade did the war end?

3. It was the  _______________    _________________    _________________  the U.S. had ever deployed.
 
4. The monument serves as a tribute to Texans who served and as a memorial 
to the _______________ (a number) Texans who died or went missing in Vietnam.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
l  Why do you think it was 41 years after the war’s end before the monument in Texas was built?

l  The monument honors those who fought in the war and those who served to support the armed forces.  
What might be some roles that supporters played in the war effort?

l  Why did “welcome home” become a mantra (catch phrase) for Vietnam veterans?

L E A R N I N G  F R O M  V I D E O
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Background Lesson 
Orientation for The Texas Capitol 
Vietnam Veterans Monument

These questions can be used to accompany the video welcome by Robert Floyd, which is located on the 
tcvvm.org website http://tcvvm.org/tour/design-overview/.  

1. Who is Robert Floyd?

2. In late spring of 2003, Robert Floyd had the idea that Vietnam veterans should have a monument dedicated to them at the 
Texas Capitol.  What was his justification for such a monument?

3. In which year did the Texas legislature vote to build a monument to honor Texas veterans of the Vietnam War?

4. What is one common experience that each member of the monument committee shared?

5. How many Texans’ lives were lost in the Vietnam War?

6. What are some of the roles depicted in the monument?

7. According to Floyd, the monument represents “a  ___________  __________ that [Texas Vietnam Veterans] never 
received when [they] came back from Vietnam.”

8. Why do you think this monument is so important to the veterans?  What value does it have for non-veterans?  

L E A R N I N G  F R O M  V I D E O

54 H   Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument  H www.tcvvm.org
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The Combat Patrol
To learn more about the combat patrol go to 
http://tcvvm.org/tour/virtual-tour/the-front-panel/ 

1. What was another name for the “boots on the ground” combat troops?

2. Combat infantry troops sometimes spent weeks in the bush carrying as much as ____ pounds  of gear.  

3. A look at the figures’ faces reveals  “war-weary _____  _________ stares.”

4. What ethnicities are represented in the monument?  Caucasian, African American, __________________________, 
Native American, and ______________________________.  Why did the monument committee place a high 
emphasis on the inclusion of major ethnic groups on the monument?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
l  What is the significance of the placement of each figure on the combat patrol panel (why are they 
back-to-back)?  What do you imagine each one is thinking about? What is the significance the setting 
(the ruins of an ancient Vietnamese temple)?

l  What kind of relationship would the combat patrol need to have with one another in order to be 
successful?  How do you think it might feel to have to depend on other people for your safety?

WATCH THE FEATURED VETERANS STORY BY STAN SELLERS AND 
ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

1. Why was Stan Sellers nicknamed Doc?

2. What were the responsibilities of the reconnaissance team?

3. On April 4-5, 1968, Sellers’ patrol was ambushed.  Doc was wounded and lost  consciousness.  How did the survivors escape?
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Exploring the Figures of the Monument
GROUP AC TIVIT Y 
GO TO http://tcvvm.org/the-front-panel/

Create five groups and assign each group one of the figures from the monument:
l  The Radio Man
l  The Wounded
l  The Doc
l  The Grunt
l  The Sniper

Each group should follow these steps. One person in the group should serve as a scribe to write down 
the ideas generated by the discussion.
l  Watch the video about your figure.  
l  Discuss the challenges and responsibilities of your figure.  
l  Discuss the visual details included by the artist and how they help us to better  understand each soldier’s role.
l  Be ready to discuss your ideas with the class.

After each group has had enough time to complete the above steps, have each group briefly share 
their new understanding with the class. You might make it a requirement that each group member 
contributes during the discussion.

INDIVIDUAL REFLEC TION: Pretend that you are one of the figures in the combat patrol.  Write a 
letter home to a family member or friend that discusses your experience in the combat patrol.  Include 
details of your experience in Vietnam as well as your feelings about your experiences and your fellow 
combat patrol members.  You might also include your feelings about being so far away from home.  
This letter should be at least 200 words and should be written in letter form with an appropriate 
greeting and closing.

L E A R N I N G  F R O M  V I D E O
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Battlefield Reunion
 Texan Joseph Galloway went to Vietnam as a combat journalist 
working for United Press International.  In November 1965, Galloway 
learned that American Army soldiers were engaged in combat in the Ia 
Drang Valley, so he hitched a ride on a helicopter headed for the action.  
The ride would take him to the first major battle between American 
military forces and the 
North Vietnamese Army, 
and into an event that 
would change his life 
forever.
 As a journalist, 
Galloway’s job was to 
photograph and write 

about the battle going on around him, but the fighting 
at Landing Zone XRay, as the area was designated 
by the military, escalated so intensely that the young 
reporter soon found himself a participant in the war 
he’d been sent to cover, helping to rescue wounded 
American soldiers under fire and ultimately, putting 
down his camera and picking up a gun to participate 
in the fight.  Thirty-three years later, he would be 
awarded the Bronze Star for Valor – the only civilian 
awarded this honor by the Army for actions in the 
Vietnam War.
 In 1992, Joe Galloway and General Hal Moore, 
the battle’s commander, published We Were Soldiers 
Once... and Young, their co-written account of the 
Battle of the Ia Drang.  The book was a New York 
Times bestseller, and was later made into a feature film 
starring Mel Gibson as Moore and Barry Pepper as 
Galloway.

“You cannot always remain a 
witness, above and removed 
from the story you are covering.  
There are some events which 
demand your participation. The 
Battle of Landing Zone XRay 
was one such event in my life.”

- Joseph Galloway, excerpted from 
A Reporter’s Journey Into Hell
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WATCH THE VIDEO AT
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k9vwa53LAWw.

1. What do Joe Galloway and Vince Cantu have in common?

2. Explain the difference in the roles of the two men during the battle.

3. What was Cantu doing at the moment of their reunion? 

4. What does each man hope will happen at Christmas?

5. What does Galloway describe as “one of those iconic sites of battle”? Why does it haunt him?

6. List three details shared by the men and the photograph that reveal details of the battle.  How does a personal story like 
this enhance our understanding of an historical event? 

In the book We Were Soldiers Once... and Young, Joe Galloway writes: “In battle our world shrank to the man on our 
left and the man on our right and the enemy all around. We held each other’s lives in our hands and we learned to share 
our fears, our hopes, our dreams as readily as we shared what little else good came our way.”  

7. How can this quote be related to the story told in this video?

L E A R N I N G  F R O M  V I D E O



Women in 
the Vietnam War
THESE QUESTIONS C AN BE USED TO ACCOMPANY 
THE VIDEOS LOC ATED ON THE TC VVM.ORG WEBSITE 
http://tcvvm.org/the-women-in-service-panel/

1. How many American women served in uniform during the Vietnam War?

2. What was common to every American servicewoman in Vietnam?

3. What was the job of most American servicewomen in Vietnam?

4. What sound notified nurses like Gayle Shaefer that they had casualties?

5. What does Colonel Shaefer describe as the difference between combat and stateside emergency medical care?

6. In addition to providing nursing care, what does Colonel Shaefer describe as a role of nurses in Vietnam?

7. How does Colonel Shaefer feel about her service in Vietnam?  Why?

L E A R N I N G  F R O M  V I D E O
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Prisoners of War
Answer these questions after watching the videos at 
http://tour.tcvvm.org/tour/panels/air-power/

1. How was “air power” used by the military during the Vietnam War?

2. What did Jim Lamar do in the Air Force during the Vietnam War?

3. What does Lamar mean by “interdiction”?

4. How did he become a Prisoner of War (POW)?

5. How many POWs were eventually released?

6. In what city was Lamar held captive?

7. What was the “Heartbreak Hotel”?

8. What advice was Lamar given by a fellow POW?

9. For how long was Lamar held as a prisoner by the North Vietnamese?

L E A R N I N G  F R O M  V I D E O
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Missing In Action
ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS AFTER 
WATCHING THE T WO VIDEOS AT
http://tcvvm.org/pow-and-mia/

1. What does the symbol on the benches surrounding the monument stand for?

2. Who created the symbol, and when?

3. What was the effect of Vietnam military families’ advocacy?

4. What did Americans held as Prisoners of War endure?

5. How many Texans were still unaccounted for from the Vietnam War at the time of 
the Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument’s dedication in 2014?

6. How has Karoni Forrester been affected by the Vietnam War?

7. What does Ms. Forrester describe as her greatest hope becoming her greatest fear? Why?

L E A R N I N G  F R O M  V I D E O
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Benches surrounding 
the Texas Capitol 
Vietnam  Veterans Monument 
include a tribute to those 
still missing in the war. 

The original 
POW/MIA symbol 

was created by 
families of

 the missing.
Captain Ron Forrester 
of Odessa was shot 
down over North 
Vietnam on
December 27, 1972. 
He is still missing.



L E A R N I N G  F R O M  V I D E O

The SOUTH 
Vietnamese
ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS AFTER WATCHING THE T WO VIDEOS AT 
http://tour.tcvvm.org/tour/panels/vietnamese/

1. How many Vietnamese people died in the war?

2. What do the women on the Vietnamese panel of the monument represent?

3. Why did many Vietnamese people immigrate to Texas after the war?

4. What did American soldiers teach Mr. Phan?

5. How old was Mr. Phan when he aimed to escape from South Vietnam?  Why did he want to leave?

6. How often was Mr. Phan caught while trying to escape? How many times was he imprisoned?

7. How did Mr. Phan ultimately leave? What made his escape treacherous?

8. To what does Mr. Phan compare his immigration to America?

9. How does Mr. Phan feel about the Americans who served and died in Vietnam?
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L E A R N I N G  F R O M  V I D E O

The 3417
 Though civilians often refer to military veterans as “heroes,” the veterans themselves typically re-
serve that term for the men and women who have died while serving. During the Vietnam War, 3,417 
Texans died while serving the U.S. Armed Forces, all of them men.  
 The veterans of the Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument Committee chose to honor their 
war heroes by creating a set of two dog tags for each of them – one tag for every man is entombed in 
the monument, and the other is displayed in The Texas Vietnam Heroes Exhibit.  The exhibit toured 
the state during the lead up to the monument dedication, and is now displayed at the Museum of the 
American GI in College Station.
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L E A R N I N G  F R O M  V I D E O

The 3417
Watch the videos at these links, then answer 
the questions below:

    THE TEXAS VIETNAM HEROES EXHIBIT
    https://www.youtube.com/watch?x-yt-ts=1421782837&x-yt-cl=84359240&v=9Ng0q1AE5hI

    DOG TAG STORIES
    https://www.youtube.com/watch?x-yt-ts=1421782837&x-yt-cl=84359240&v=_YgonrzizC0#t=15

1. Why do you think the organizers chose to use dog tags to honor the war’s killed and missing?

2. Why were troops issued dog tags?

3. Where did they wear their tags?

4. Why did soldiers sometimes tape their tags or tuck them into their boots?

5. What do the black tags on the exhibit represent?

6. What kinds of feelings are evoked by visitors to the exhibit?  
How do the reactions of families and veterans differ?  How are they alike?

7. How do you feel when you think about Texans who died in Vietnam? Why?



Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans 
Monument Online Tour
CREATE A VIEWING GUIDE Choose a figure or panel from the Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans 
Monument’s online tour at tour.tcvvm.org and watch the two videos provided, then write five good 
questions for your classmates.  

CREATE A VISITOR BROCHURE Using images and information provided by the online tour, create a 
monument visitor brochure.

CREATIVE WRITING  After learning about the role and experience of a particular military specialty 
from the videos provided for the figures or panels, pretend you are serving in Vietnam in this role.  
Write a letter to a loved one back home from this perspective.

S T U D E N T  C E N T E R E D  A C T I V I T I E S
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Research Project Activities
 These research project options provide students an opportunity to engage in “real world” research 
that contributes to the Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument’s online “Living Monument.” 
Quality student projects can be publicized as contributions to this historical archive in the form of 
either a living veteran profile, or a tribute to one of the 3,417 Texans who died or are missing in the 
Vietnam War.  Either choice will connect students with an individual veteran or Texan directly affected 
by the Vietnam War, providing them an opportunity to learn and view history through the personal 
perspective of one who lived it, to engage high-level interpersonal communications skills, and to know 
that their work has value beyond the classroom.

STUDENTS WILL
l  Research a Texan affected by the Vietnam War and, using a variety of research skills, create a summative project to honor or 
memorialize the service and sacrifices made by those forever changed by the Vietnam War.

l  Use a variety of both primary and secondary valid sources to acquire information and to analyze and 
answer historical questions.

l  Analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, 
comparing and contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations, making predictions, 
drawing inferences, and drawing conclusions.

l  Use the process of historical inquiry to research, interpret, and use multiple types of sources of evidence.

l  Formulate a plan for engaging in in-depth research on a complex, multi-faceted topic.

l  Follow the research plan to gather evidence from experts on the topic and texts written for informed audiences, 
distinguishing between reliable and unreliable sources and avoided over-reliance on one source.

l  Systematically organize relevant and accurate information to support central ideas, concepts, and themes, 
outline ideas into conceptual maps/timelines, and separate factual data from complex inferences.

l  Paraphrase, summarize, quote, and accurately cite all researched information according to a standard format, 
differentiating among primary, secondary, and other sources.  

l  Employ interpersonal communications and presentation skills.

l  Identify and support with historical evidence a point of view on a social studies issue or event.

l  Synthesize relevant and accurate text and images into a product suitable for publication.
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Veteran History Project
 Students will interview and profile a Texas Vietnam veteran for the Texas Capitol 
Vietnam Veterans Monument “Living Monument” Project.  Students may also choose 
to profile a South Vietnamese immigrant who came to Texas because of the war.  This 
project gives your students an opportunity to learn history from the perspective of 
someone who lived it, and to publish their classroom work to a website that may be used 
by future researchers and others who want to know more about the Texans who served in 
Vietnam.  Students may choose to profile a living veteran or war refugee, a veteran who 
survived the war but has passed away since, or one of the 3,417 Texans who died or are 
missing in Vietnam.
 Prepare your students for the project by showing them the existing archive of veteran 
stories at http://tcvvm.org/living-monument/stories/.  Notice that the stories can be 
sorted by clicking on fields in the bar near the top, by date of deployment, branch of 
service, or region of Texas origin.  Each story should have at least one photograph, but 
there is no limit to the photographs that can be uploaded.  For students who are interested 
in creating a video presentation, Youtube or other video host links can be added to the 
story as well.
 Be sure to go over the Interview Etiquette guidelines with your students, emphasizing 
the importance of respectful and professional behavior in the interview process.  Ask your 
students to sign the agreement.
 Students should conduct their interviews using the Veteran Profile sheet, then 
synthesize the information they have collected into a coherent story that has been 
carefully proofed to eliminate any grammatical, spelling or usage errors.  Ideally, stories 
should be between 400 and 700 words.  (See the Sample Living Monument Story for an 
example.)  Stories, photographs and video links can be uploaded to the Living Monument 
on this page:  http://tcvvm.org/living-monument/contribute/.  Teachers should review 
and approve all stories prior to student uploads.  Stories should be titled with the veteran’s 
name and the city in Texas where he was raised or lives, followed by “As Told To” and the 
student’s name and school name.

L E A R N I N G  A C T I V I T Y
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Sample Living Monument Story
Roy P. Benavidez / El Campo, Texas

     When President Ronald Reagan awarded Texan Roy Benavidez 
the nation’s highest honor, he told reporters that if the hero’s script 
were a Hollywood screenplay they wouldn’t believe it.
     Born in Lindenau, Texas, Benavidez was the son of a 
sharecropper who endured racism because of his mixed Yacqui 
Indian and Mexican heritage. Orphaned as a young child, he 
dropped out of school in seventh grade and worked in his teens 
as a migrant farmworker before joining the United States Army in 
1955.
      In 1965, serving in the 82nd Airborne Division, Benavidez 
stepped on a land mine during a patrol and was evacuated to the 
United States, where doctors at Brooke Army Medical Center in 
San Antonio believed he would never walk again. Defying both 
his prognosis and significant pain, Benevidez forced himself back 
onto his feet and returned to military service in Vietnam as a U.S. 
Army 5th Special Forces soldier.

 On May 2, 1968, a U.S. Special Forces team of twelve men found themselves surrounded by a North 
Vietnamese Army battalion. Hearing their pleas for help over the radio, Benavidez jumped on a Huey 
helicopter bound for the area. He carried no weapon other than a hastily grabbed Bowie knife, and 
when the aircraft arrived, jumped off with the knife and a medical bag to assist his imperiled fellow 
soldiers.
 Six hours later, Benavidez had suffered 37 bayonet, shrapnel and bullet wounds in the process 
of fighting his way through the withering battle to save at least eight men. With nearly superhuman 
strength and valor, the intrepid Texan was shot, clubbed, stabbed, hit with grenades and so 
comprehensively wounded that he was zipped into a body bag when finally evacuated. He survived.
 Master Sergeant Roy Benavidez was awarded the Medal of Honor on February 24, 1981, by 
President Ronald Reagan. A father of three, he dedicated much of his time after retirement from 
the Army to educating young people about the importance of education. Roy Benavidez died in San 
Antonio in 1998.
 Roy Benavidez’ life story is shared in numerous books and articles, and the Texas Vietnam War hero 
is honored by a number of facilities and institutions, including schools, named for him. Mike Scovell’s 
bronze sculpture of the formidable soldier stands on State Highway 77 in Cuero, just across from 
Cuero High School. In 2007 the Benavidez family donated his papers to the Dolph Briscoe Center for 
American History at the University of Texas.
SOURCE: Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument
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Texans In Vietnam 
Living Monument Elements
YOU WILL TURN IN THE FOLLOWING:

q  Signed Interview Etiquette Guidelines

q  Veteran/Participant Profile

 
q  Veteran/Participant Release Form

q  Veteran/Participant Story of 400 to 700 words with photographs

After your story has been approved by the teacher, upload your story and photographs at 
http://tcvvm.org/living-monument/contribute/.
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Oral History Project
Grading Rubric

PROJECT       TOTAL POINTS 
ELEMENTS       AVAILABLE

SIGNED INTERVIE W
ETIQUET TE GUIDELINES     (10 POINTS)

VETERAN RELEASE FORM     (10 POINTS)

VISUAL AIDS 
(photographs, documents, etc.)     (20 POINTS)

VETERAN PROFILE 
(Completed Questionnaire)
l  quality of questions      (20 POINTS)

VETERAN’S STORY (written story)
l clear, concise introduction (5 pts.)     ____________
l text gives a clear & thorough description of the setting
and context of interviewee’s life (15 pts.)     ____________
l text effectively uses quotes, paraphrasing, and imagery 
to convey the interviewee’s experience  (15 pts.)    ____________

l text meets word limits of 400-700 words (5 points)   ____________

TOTAL:        (40 POINTS)

TOTAL GRADED VALUE      (100 POINTS)

POINTS 
AWARDED
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Interview Etiquette
 Conducting an oral history interview is a privilege for those who are fortunate to have the 
opportunity.  All people, especially our nation’s veterans, deserve to be treated with respect and dignity 
in this process, and your maturity and approach are an important part of that respect.  When you 
conduct your interview, you will be expected to:

DRESS APPROPRIATELY, as if you are going on a job interview.  Slacks, skirts, collared shirts or nice, 
pressed jeans and clean tennis shoes or nice sandals are appropriate. Avoid offensive t-shirts, shorts, 
jeans with holes, spaghetti straps, or flip-flops.

BE PREPARED AND RESPECTFUL OF YOUR SUBJECT’S TIME. Use appropriately respectful language and tone 
when interacting with veterans.
 
BEGIN AND END BY THANKING THE VETERAN FOR PARTICIPATING. It is also appropriate to thank veterans for 
serving our country.

USE THE VETERAN OR VIETNAMESE TEXAN PROFILE SHEET TO GUIDE YOUR INTERVIEW.  Be open to hearing 
stories that might be elicited from the questions you ask, and feel free to ask for elaboration. You may 
be curious about your subject’s experience in life or death matters of war, but it is never appropriate 
to ask a veteran if s/he killed people, and this information will almost never be volunteered.  Though 
we want to capture the individual’s experience of history, it is also true that some things are not our 
business.  Respect your interviewee’s need to filter his or her story.

BE AWARE THAT THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED IN WAR ARE AFFECTED BY THE EXPERIENCE FOR LIFE. Be sensitive to 
emotions that may be evoked by your interview.  If the participant becomes emotional, take a break to 
allow him/her time to recover.  

ASK YOUR INTERVIEWEE FOR DIGITAL COPIES OF HIS/HER VIETNAM PHOTOGRAPHS. Offering to scan original 
photographs for veterans is a nice service you can do for a veteran. Be sure to return the originals and 
provide digital copies to the veteran.

WHEN YOU HAVE FINISHED YOUR INTERVIEW, THANK YOUR SUBJECT FOR PARTICIPATING. It is also appropriate 
to thank veterans for serving our country.  Ask him/her know if you have permission to post the story 
to the Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument’s “Living Monument” website after your teacher has 
approved it. If so, ask him/her to sign the release form.

I _________________________________________ have read and will abide by these guidelines.
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SUBMITTING A VETERAN OR 
3417 PROFILE FOR PUBLICATION
 The Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument welcomes quality submissions to its online 
“Living Monument.”  Sample profiles can be viewed at the Veteran Stories section found at 
http://tcvvm.org/living-monument/stories/.
 Teacher approved student submissions can be posted using the online form at 
http://tcvvm.org/living-monument/contribute/.  Text should be titled using the veteran’s 
name and credit given to the student and school, as in this example:

 John Doe
 By Susie Doe
 Ace High School
 Ace, Texas

l  Photographs can be uploaded and video links can be included. 
Do not upload material that is copyrighted, or include a video that uses copyrighted music.

l  The interview subject must grant permission for publication of his/her story. 
Please use the attached review form to secure permission before you post.  
Teachers should keep these forms on file.

l  If the interview subject has questions about publication please encourage him/her to 
use the contact feature at tcvvm.org.

l  All posts will be approved by TCVVM prior to publication, so it may take a few days to 
see posts on the website.  TCVVM may highlight and share posts in its social media and 
other communications.

Students creating 3417 profiles might also want to consider submission to the national Wall 
of Faces commemoration at http://www.vvmf.org/Wall-of-Faces/. Any questions about that 
project will need to be addressed to VVMF.

Thank you for contributing to 
the preservation of the history of 

Texas Vietnam Veterans!
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 I authorize the Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument (TCVVM) to publish and/or make use 
of the materials I am providing, including but not limited to any biographical material, photographs, 
video, audio recordings and written documents in connection with the TCVVM mission to pay tribute 
to and educate others about the service of Texans in the Vietnam War. I agree that all or any portion of 
my image, story and materials (including reproduction thereof) may be used, reproduced, copyrighted 
and licensed by TCVVM at no obligation to me, in perpetuity and throughout the universe, in any 
manner, all or any portion thereof, or of a reproduction thereof, in the context of the mission and goals 
of TCVVM to honor Texas’ Vietnam veterans and to educate the public about the service and sacrifice 
of Texas’ Vietnam veterans.
 I further agree that you may use and license others to use my name, voice, likeness and any 
biographical material concerning me which I may provide, in the distribution, sale, licensing, 
marketing, advertising, promotion, and exhibition of all or any part of the TCVVM mission and goals 
in all markets and media (whether now known or hereafter developed), throughout the universe, 
forever. I further represent that any statements made by me during my appearance are true, to the best 
of my knowledge, and they will not violate or infringe upon the rights of any third party. I understand 
that this authorization to use my appearance is given to TCVVM with the knowledge that TCVVM 
will rely thereon at substantial cost. I hereby release TCVVM from any and all claims, causes of action, 
suits, costs, liabilities, and damages that I now or hereafter may have against TCVVM and I agree not 
to make any claims against TCVVM in connection with any of the rights granted herein.

NAME:  ____________________________________________________________________________

 

SIGNATURE:  _________________________________________________________________________

DATE:  ________________________________________

 

T E A C H E R S :  P L E A S E  R E TA I N  T H I S  R E L E A S E  F O R M .

T E X A S  C A P I T O L  V I E T N A M  V E T E R A N S  M O N U M E N T  L I V I N G  M O N U M E N T  R E L E A S E
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Veteran Profile
Correct spelling of your name:

Why did you go to Vietnam? (Were you drafted or did you enlist?)

What years were you in Vietnam? 

How old were you when you served in Vietnam? 

What was your branch of service and unit?

Describe your job in Vietnam. What kind of equipment did you use? What was a typical day like?

In what area of Vietnam were you stationed? What was it like there?

Were you involved in any major battle campaigns or engagements? If so, what were these and what was your part?
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Did you learn anything during your wartime service that has stuck with you throughout your life?

Is there any sound, smell or sight that always takes you back to your days in Vietnam? 
What is it and why or how does it evoke memories?

Did you spend a holiday or birthday or other personally significant day in Vietnam? What was that day like?

Is there a particular day that you always think about when you remember the war? What happened that day?

What was your homecoming like?

What do you want people in the future to know about your service, or that of the men and women with whom you served? 
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Vietnamese Texan 
Profile
Correct spelling of your name:

How/When did your family come to the United States?

How did you end up in Texas?

What experiences if any did you have with the war?

Have you returned to Vietnam? Why or why not?

What do most want the future to know?
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The 3417 Project
Another direction your research may take is to create a short memorial for one of the 3,417 Texans 
who died or is missing in the Vietnam War. This memorial could take several forms:  perhaps you want 
to create a written tribute or perhaps you would like to create a memorial video.  To see examples that 
have already been posted, go to the following site: http://tcvvm.org/living-monument/stories/.
Click on the name Tomas Gonzalez to see an example tribute.

Choose a name from the database located at tcvvm.org/the-3417-database/

Think carefully about how you want to tell your serviceman’s story. Depending on the information you 
can find, do you want to start with his birth and tell the story of his life up until he died in the war? Do 
you want to begin with a focus on his death and then backtrack to tell about his earlier years? Do you 
want to focus only on his service?  

Locate at least one photograph of your serviceman (use as many as you can find). If you cannot find 
a photograph of him, choose an image that you believe depicts his life or service. Avoid use of copy-
righted photographs. You may use any Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument photograph. Also 
consider images such as his military commendations, the flag of his branch of service, etc.

If you are creating a video memorializing the serviceman, you should also carefully consider the design 
choices you make. Questions to think about include the following:

l  What colors will you use?
l  Will your slides have a background?
l  If you use a background, will it be the same for each slide?
l  What font will you use?
l  What types of graphics will be on your slides?
l  How will you transition from one slide to another?
l  Will you use music?

Examples of the type of program you may use to make your video include: 
PowerPoint, iMovie, or photostory.

Use the 3417 Profile to guide your research.
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The 3417 Project
Correct spelling of veteran’s name:

Veteran’s home of record:

Veteran’s branch of service and unit:

Veteran’s date of loss and the place it occurred:

Veteran’s age at date of loss:

On what section and panel of The Wall would you find him?

In what area of Vietnam was the veteran stationed? What was it like there?

Was the veteran involved in any major battle campaigns or engagements? If so, what were these and what was his part?

What have you learned about this veteran from those who knew him?

Is there anything else you can surmise about this veteran and his experience based on information you have learned about 
the war and what was occurring in the U.S. at the time?

What do you want his loved ones to know?
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3417 Profile 
INTERVIEW SHEET

Correct spelling of full name:

How did you know this veteran?

What can you tell me about his life? What kinds of things did he enjoy? 
Was he married or engaged?  What was he good at?

What are some words you would use to describe him?

What do you want the world to know about him?
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Rubric for 3417 Project
 

CRITERIA       POINTS AVAILABLE POINTS AWARDED

Ideas are conveyed appropriately     (30)
and without errors

Veteran is properly and tastefully memorialized   (30)
--includes keeping audience in mind

Sufficient content is included     (20)

All works are cited        (20)

 
YOUR GRADE       (100)  

84 H   Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument  H www.tcvvm.org



Tips for Conducting 
Vietnam Veteran Research
Perhaps you have a friend, neighbor, family member or teacher who served in the Vietnam War.  Start 
with them!  If you don’t know anyone personally who served, try contacting veteran organizations or a 
veterans hospital in your area.  Every Texas county has a Veterans Service Officer who might be able to 
help you.  We have also listed the websites of the major Vietnam veteran organizations in the state.

The Texas Capitol Vietnam Veterans Monument Facebook page is a good place to post a query.  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Texas-Capitol-Vietnam-Monument/108759622478715.

Many Vietnam veteran organizations have associations and websites that could be helpful.  Be sure to 
search the division (“First Cavalry Division Vietnam”), unit (“57th Medical Detachment Vietnam”), 
and specialty (“helicopter pilots Vietnam”).  These sites are typically run by veterans who will be happy 
to help you in your research, and often contain facts, statistics, photographs, and first-person accounts.

The Texas Tech University Vietnam Center Digital Archive is a tremendous resource with many search 
features.  http://www.vietnam.ttu.edu/resources/digital.php.  

Use the Virtual Wall http://www.virtualwall.org and the National Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
http://www.vvmf.org/Wall-of-Faces/ if you are profiling one of Texas’ 3,417 killed or missing.  

High school librarians can be a great source. If you can find the name of the high school attended by 
your veteran, a polite email to the librarian or media specialist may bring some rewards.  Most high 
school libraries keep copies of old yearbooks, and the librarian could send you photos or information.

You might also try locating a historical society, either in the hometown of your veteran or the county 
his hometown is located in.  Some historical societies will have email contacts, but some you may have 
to reach by phone or mail.

General and background information about the Vietnam War is abundant online, including many ex-
cellent newly developed sites corresponding with the national commemoration of the 50th anniversary 
of the war.  Some especially worth exploring –

“VIETNAM AT 50” WEBSITE CREATED BY STARS AND STRIPES 
http://www.stripes.com/news/special-reports/vietnam-at-50

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VIETNAM WAR COMMEMORATION  
http://www.vietnamwar50th.com
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Recommended Websites 
for Primary Research
Texas Tech Vietnam War Digital Archive 
www.vietnam.ttu.edu/resources/digital.php.

Vietnam Veterans of America, Texas State Council
www.vvaft.org/Index_TSC.html

Texas Association of Vietnam Veterans
www.tavvntc.org

Veterans of Foreign Wars, Texas
www.texasvfw.org/200/Contact.htm

Military Order of the Purple Heart
www.purpleheart.org

List of Texas Veteran Organizations
texascoalitionofvetsorganizations.org/?page_id=100

Medal of Honor Society
www.cmohs.org

National Vietnam Veterans Memorial (“The Wall”)
www.vvmf.org

The Virtual Wall
www.virtualwall.org

Vietnam Women’s Memorial
www.vietnamwomensmemorial.org

Women in Vietnam
userpages.aug.com/captbarb/femvetsnam.html

Women in Military Service for America
womensmemorial.org

National League of POW/MIA Families
www.pow-miafamilies.org

POW Network
www.pownetwork.org

Memorials
www.thewall-usa.com

Vietnam Helicopter Pilots Association
www.vhpa.org

Dustoff Association
www.dustoff.org

First Cavalry Division Association
1cda.org/index.htm

101st Airborne Division Association
screamingeagle.org

U.S. Army Medical Department Museum
ameddmuseum.amedd.army.mil

Marine Corps Association
www.mca-marines.org

Society of the First Infantry Division (“The Big Red One”)
https://www.1stid.org

Association of the U.S. Navy
www.ausn.org

Air Force Association
www.afa.org/home

Coast Guard Association
http://www.uscg.mil/associations/

Military Officers Association
www.moaa.org

Obituaries and burial sites
www.findagrave.com

Vietnam Magazine
www.historynet.com/vietnam
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Military Commendations  
 As you proceed with your research, you will want to include any commendations your subject may 
have received.  Medals and ribbons are earned by members of the Armed Forces, and mark service, 
training specialties, war experiences, and, for some, heroism in the line of duty.  Asking a veteran about 
his or her military decorations can be a pathway to a story, and understanding the experiences that 
each decoration symbolizes will enhance your understanding of your subject. 
 The highest award for valor in action against an enemy force is the Medal of Honor, which is 
presented to recipients by the President of the United States of America.  The Medal of Honor is 
awarded (not “given”) for courage and commitment beyond the call of duty.  Any member of the 
Armed Forces can receive the Medal of Honor, though it is a recognition bestowed on few.  Fifteen 
native Texans were awarded the Medal of Honor for heroism in the Vietnam War, nine of them 
posthumously.  Their stories can be accessed at this website: http://www.homeofheroes.com/moh/
states/tx.html.  You can also see video interviews of some living Medal of Honor Recipients sharing 
their stories, like this one of Texan Clarence Sasser, at http://www.cmohfoundation.org/#!living-
history-library/ch7c.

Chart by Lt(jg) Joseph E. Brocato, USN (Fmr).
Courtesy of www.mowwvandenberg.org
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Military Commendations  
 The next highest awards for gallantry are the Distinguished Service Cross, the Navy Cross, and 
the Air Force Cross.  The Silver Star and the Bronze Star with “V” for Valor are also earned for 
extraordinary courage. 
 The Purple Heart is awarded to members of the military who are wounded or killed as a result of 
combat.  The heart-shaped medal features a profile of George Washington against a purple background. 
It was he who first established what was then called the Badge of Military Merit as a commendation for 
the wounded and killed who served in the Continental Army.  

 During World War I, families hung service flags decorated with stars for each family member in the 
service. Blue stars represented living service members. A gold star represented each family member 
who died in combat.  During Vietnam – and to this day - family members whose loved ones lost their 
lives in war are known as “Gold Star Families,” and presented with a single Gold Star to be worn with 
honor.
 All Vietnam veterans from all branches of service earned the Vietnam Service Medal, the ribbon of 
which is a variation of the South Vietnamese flag with green added at each end. You will often see this 
yellow, red and green graphic on Vietnam-related material.  
 Each service branch – Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, and Coast Guard – has unique medals and 
badges, and so do some specialties, such as the combat medic badge or an aviator’s wings. Additionally, 
military divisions and units display distinctive symbols and insignia, such as the red cross used on 
medical evacuation helicopters, or the First Infantry Division’s Big Red One.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT MILITARY COMMENDATIONS, 
see http://www.mowwvandenberg.org/MedalsPage.htm.

VIETNAM SERVICE PATCH
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Vietnam War Zones
 As you conduct your research, you might hear that someone was “stationed in two core” or a 
battle was conducted in “I core” or you might read about an event in III Corps or IV Corps.  These 
designations and their pronunciations might be confusing, but it is really quite simple. 
 For logistical purposes, the U.S. military and its allies divided Vietnam into four combat tactical 
zones identified by Roman numerals I – IV and followed by the word Corps, which is pronounced with 
a silent s, so it sounds like the word “core.”  Various units typically operated within the boundaries of 
one of the war zones. For example, most U.S. Marines were located in the northernmost region, or I 
Corps.
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